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SOME  EVENTS IN 2016: Lake MacDonald, Lake Cootharaba 1; Enoggera Dam Paddle; 
Wivenhoe; Working with Wood Show; Safety Day@ Wivenhoe; Yamba; Caloundra 

Messabout. 
                   Photos: Ian Primrose 

To each is given a bag of tools, 
A shapeless mass and a book of rules, 
And each must make, ere life is flown, 
A stumbling-block or a stepping stone.         — R. L. Sharpe 
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Wooden Boat Assn Qld 
Committee 

Regular Meetings and Activities 

 President   Jon Elcock 0413 945 377 

 Vice-President  Jim Jones0408 443 291 

 Secretary Phil Brown 0416 057 277 

 Treasurer Wayne Aberdeen0418 752 523 

 M’ship Secretary Ed Elcock 0437 081 569 

 Webmaster John Tennock  
      webmaster@woodenboat.org.au  

 Web content/ Publicity 
 Malcolm Hodgen & Paul McShea 

 Committee  Ian Trail, Doug Graham, Ian 
Primrose (Log Editor), Peter Jensen 

 Events sub-committee –Phil Brown 

 Messabout Co-ordinator  
Darrell Spiers 3298 5394 

 Librarian – Mac Finch 
 

Meetings are held at 7.00 pm on the second 
Tuesday of the month (except January) at the 
Queensland Maritime Museum, following a BBQ at 
6.00pm. Bring along your plans, projects and 
problems for group attention.  Don’t forget 
something for SHOW, TELL & ASK. The Committee 
meeting is held at Queensland Maritime Museum at 
4:00 pm prior to the BBQ meeting. Workshop 
Working Bees are on hold until further notice.  
Entry to the Museum for meetings and workshop 
days is off Dock Street, via the emergency vehicle 
gate between the cycle path and the old timber 
Dock building. Use intercom for entry. 
Messabouts are held monthly. For details of these 
and other wooden boat events, refer to the calendar 
of events later in this newsletter 

 

Sub-Committees Editor’s Note 
Messabout Calendar  
info@woodenboat.org.au 
St Ayles Skiff Sub-committee 
Steven Ainscough- Leader 
communityrowingqld@gmail.com 
Provedores  Ian Trail & Mac Finch 

 

Your contributions to the LOG are sought and 
welcomed. Articles in MS word with JPEG photos are 
the preferred format. Email if possible. 
The Log is generally finalised the day after the 
monthly meeting. Editor  Ian Primrose Ph 3263 3381 
m 0491 120 888 Contributions to: 
     imprimrose@powerup.com.au 

 

WBAQ Disclaimer 
 

Opinions and Advice: Opinions and advice expressed in “The Log” and the Association’s meetings are those of the 
individual originator’s only.  The Editor and the Association’s Committee do not necessarily endorse views expressed at 
such forums. 
Participation in Events: Participation in events organised by the Association may involve certain risks inherently 
associated with the perils of the sea or weather which include the possibility of damage to, or loss of, vessels and 
equipment, as well as injury or death to persons.  Such risks will require the exercise of the prior judgment of members 
on behalf of themselves, their guests and invitees, whether to commence or continue any particular activity irrespective 
of information supplied by the Association, its Committee or officers.  The Association, its Committee and officers 
accept no responsibility for damage, loss, injury or death arising from these risks. 
Contributions to "The Log": Contributions to "The Log" by members of the Association on relevant topics are most 
welcome.  Contributions may be edited before publication at the Editor's discretion.  By submitting any material for 
publication the Contributor warrants that he/she is the copyright owner, and consents to both the editing of the 
material and its publication in 'The Log' and on the Association's website, on a royalty free basis 
 

 

mailto:webmaster@woodenboat.org.au
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(Press Control [ctrl] & Click to access active links in the LOG or 

copy to your search engine) 

 

 

 Well another year over and another year full 

of boating activities. 

What a year we have had.  Rowing, sailing, 
motoring and generally messing about in 
boats.  We have done this on lakes, rivers, 
creeks, dams and the open waters of Moreton 
Bay.  During the year we have had close to 
sixty events catering for all sizes of boats in a 
wide variety of locations and varying times 
from one day, night time paddles and week-
long camps. 
This is a great effort, and many thanks go to 
the Mess-about Planning Committee, headed 
by Darrell and Jim. 
Our membership is growing and all looks well 
for an interesting and great year ahead.  
When I look at the forward calendar, I see 
capsize practice at Wivenhoe on 25th January.  
If you have never been to one of these, I 
highly recommend you and your boat get 
along to this one.   It’s a great day out and a 
chance to practice capsizing and more 
importantly, getting back into your boat under 
reasonably controlled conditions with 
rescuers at the ready. 
I have told the students on boat licence 
courses that it’s a lot easier to put your life 
jacket on at your leisure than in a blind panic 
as the boat is capsizing.  By practicing 
capsizing, you can gain great experience and 
should (or when) it happen(s), then there is 
no panic and you know what to do. 
Apart from that, the water is nice and warm 
at that time of the year, unlike when I first 
went sailing in England at the start of the 
season and the water temperature was two 
degrees Celsius.  By the time we had finished 
the sailing season it had warmed up to ten 
degrees. 
We all enjoy the barbeques, and so we 
should, as it’s the best value for $10 you will 
find anywhere.  I ask all members not to 
hesitate to help with the cooking.   It is good 

fun; there are always two or more cooks and 
it’s a great way to meet all the members there 
on the night.  Going by the number who come 
to meetings, if every member helped ONE 
night a year we would have three different 
people every month. 
“Only the guy who isn’t rowing has time to 
rock the boat” (Jean-Paul Sartre). 
 

See you in January, 
Have fun and stay safe, JON 

 

 
 
This segment is provided for members to liaise with 
builders of boats they may be interested in building 

NEW! Jeff Bailey of Sandstone Point is 
currently building a Selway Fisher Woodland 
15 lapstrake sailing canoe. He has previously 
built a Murray Isles Swallowdale and a Ross 
Lillistone Phoenix.  
UPDATED Ed Elcock with son James is in the 
process of finishing an Argie 15 designed by 
Dudley Dix. The cradle to match the boat to 
the existing Top Gun flatbed trailer has been 
completed.  While we thought that the 
general extent of work had been resolved, 
various possible alternatives have stuck their 
heads up since the last report, and are 
currently under consideration.  So the next 
step is some flotation tests with dummy loads 
to test some possible arrangements before 
we start cutting plywood. The goal is to 
complete it as a low-power motor boat.   
Ron Prescott is building an Oughtred “Wee Rob”  

Geoff Williams is building an Oughtred 

“McGregor” canoe – the 13’7” version 

Peter Jensen is building an Oughtred ‘Puffin’. 
Jon Elcock renoing an18’ Cecily Bowden 

Cruiserette outside complete - now let’s have look 
at the wiring.  

FROM THE CAPTAIN’S CABIN 
Jon Elcock, President 

UNDER CONSTRUCTION 
 

 

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY to Mark 

Fort on the passing of his wife, 

Robyn, aged 71 years. Robyn who 

was also mother to Andrew and Fiona 

passed away peacefully on 10th 

November 2016. 



 

THE LOG 

 

  

DECEMBER 2016 

 

W I S H I N G  Y O U  A  M E R R Y  C H R I S T M A S  A N D  A  G R E A T  

Y E A R  I N  2 0 1 7                P a g e  | 4 

Bruce Wollstein is building his 4th canoe – A K1 

type kayak  

Geoff Taylor is building a 16’ Eureka Canoe 
UPDATED Rohan Watt – The paint goes on his 

Northumberland Cobble. Launching soon! 

  
Before and after (or “during”) 

You can view a time lapse of his work at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_JM0ZDE_smM 

Dave Micklethwaite is building a Paul Gartside 
fantail launch, 18 feet OAL. 
Now glassed. The sanding and filling continues.   

Darrell Spiers is building a 10’ Wes Farmer design 

that he has strip-planked. He has now glassed it. 

Chris Treloar: Jim Michalak design 
Allan Tomley: 8.3 metre folding & trailerable 

catamaran. Also Reno-ing a Hartley 
David Thierens is building a classic Riviera of cold 

moulded construction. There is now a big V8 
sitting on the beds waiting connection.  
John Skinner is reno-ing a skiff he got from the 

Girl Guides. 
 

 
 
 
Christopher (Chris) Bardell, of Carindale 
–  Chris owns and /or has built or restored a 
wooden boat, but we don’t know any details 
at present. 
Genaro (Gino) Zaza, of Taringa – Gino does 
not have a wooden boat yet.  He heard about 
us via the web. 
Ian Godbold, of Sunnybank –  Ian has a 16’0” 
trailer sailer which he has restored 
himself.  The boat is a Palin Cherry named 
“Itsey”.  Before Ian commenced his 
restoration, the boat was in very poor 
condition with holes in the hull and a rotted 
transom.  Ian heard about us from his 
neighbour, WBAQ Life Member Ron Prescott. 
Stephen (Steve) Nemeth, of River Heads 
(near Maryborough) –  Steve has restored in 
1982 a Hartley Tri “Spritely”, a 36 foot sloop 
with cutter rig named “Star Voydrer” (now 

sold).  The work consisted of repairing and 
replacing the deck and gunnels using West 
System epoxy.  Steve now owns a Woods-
designed 23 foot glass over ply catamaran, 
4.00 m beam, with bridge cabin.  Steve heard 
about us via WBAQ member David Golik from 
Maryborough. 
Daryl Phillips, of Runaway Bay –  Daryl has a 
23 foot clinker bay cruiser half cabin with a 
12hp diesel engine & also a 15 foot John 
Welsford designed Navigator sloop.  We know 
Daryl, previously from the Bribie Island Yacht 
Club, in connection with his running of the 
Regatta in May.  Daryl got to know us via 
WBAQ members involved in that regatta. 
Gerry Luhman, or Glass House Mountains – 
Gerry has a Michael Storer designed Goat 
Island Skiff, built 2007, named “Jack of 
Mudjimba”.  She is 15’6” long with a balanced 
lug rig and Tohatsu long shaft 3.9hp outboard 
motor.  The oars are bamboo loom with ply 
blades and leather sleeves and collars.  The 
hand area is counterbalanced with lead 
slugs.  Gerry found us via our website.   
 
 
 

On the water at last! 

 
Paul Reader says:  
I finally got Greenshank back on the water in 
early November, unfortunately not in time for 
the South Moreton cruise. 
Greenshank was built in 2007 by Darbi 
Reader, who modified a Paul Gartside design 
to include the coach-house and two bunks. It 
sat in the garden under tarps for some years, 
shrinkage and wildlife took their toll. Over the 
last two years, I've spent time, recoating some 
of the inner ply strakes with epoxy, and Dynal 
sheathing the outer Tasmanian oak strakes. 
The original rudder size was increased and the 
already modified centreboard casing sheath 
stripped out, with an 80kg steel centreboard 

LAUNCHINGS 
Congratulations to: 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

A hearty welcome to: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_JM0ZDE_smM
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installed to replace the ply/glass and lead one 
that previously jammed in the casing. While 
the casing remains a vulnerable area for 
leakage, water intake is now manageable (less 
than 15 litres an hour) well within the range 
of a small solar/battery-powered bilge pump. 
We are hoping the more Greenshank is on the 
water, the timbers will swell to reduce leaks 
even further.  
So far the steel centreboard has made a 
marked improvement in Greenshank's 
manoeuvrability and upwind performance. 
We are hoping to do a lot more sailing on the 
Gold Coast over the summer months. 

The work in progress 

 
Greenshank’s length is 5.5m with a beam 
2.13m drawing about 0.55m with the 
centreboard retracted. We trail her, but she 
weighs around 1100kg (ballast 500kg in keel) 
and takes almost half a day to rig. So I like to 
plan sailing for being on water for several days 
at a time. Video of Greenshank's maiden 
voyage in 2007 is available at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3nyUeiU
Xyk8 
 

Alan Delac launched his nice looking kayak at 
the recent Enoggera Dam Messabout. 

 
On the Car – ready to go 

Designer: Eric Schade 
Length: 14' 6" (4.42m) 
Beam: 635mm 
Materials: 4mm Ply and epoxy 
Building style: stitch and glue 

 
Although the web site states hull weight 
around 22kg, he tried to keep it light with 
lighter glassing and it finished around 16kg. 
Plans were found on Chesapeake Light Craft 
web site but the plans for Australia are sold 
through Denman Marine   
 http://www.denmanmarine.com.au/ who 
supply kits as well as full size plans. 

 
REPORTS 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Five members turned up for our paddle day 
messabout at Enoggera Reservoir (Brisbane 
Forest Park), despite the forecast for showers 
and storms. We launched our craft after 
wheeling them 200m down the graded track 
to the water and proceeded to paddle to the 
end of the dam and a short distance up into 
Enoggera Creek. 
As was our luck, the forecast for showers was 
correct with a drenching received at 10:15. 
The trip took 1 ½ hours and when we 
returned, we were joined by Ron & Pat and 
Geoff and Oriel for a picnic lunch and a chat. 

ENOGGERA DAM PADDLE 
DAY Nov 17th  

Story & photos –Darrell Spiers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3nyUeiUXyk8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3nyUeiUXyk8
http://www.denmanmarine.com.au/
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This dam is a nice place to paddle and it is 
very close to the city. 
The highlight of the day was the launching by 
Alan Delac of his very nice varnished Kayak.  
 
 
 
 
 
Upon arrival at Raby Bay Boar Ramp near the 
VMR, the first thing we had to do was find a 
spot to park and to rig. The parking was full to 
overflowing with cars and trailers parked 
along the streets leading to the ramp. Once 
again people insist in parking vehicle without 
trailers in trailer parking areas and one was 
even parked in the rigging area closest to the 
southern ramp. 
At the Raby Bay Boat Ramp, the southern or 
the second boat ramp is complete except for 
the floating pontoon which, on the day, had a 
section missing. This made for some 
interesting methods of getting onto and off 
the floating section of the pontoon. 
Four boats, Alan in Barbara, Phil in Phil Ann, 
Phil and Elaine in Playstation Too and Helen 
and Jim in Sea Lark launched at Raby Bay. Ian 
in Atria, Robert and Alison in Idler and Don in 
his Brolga were to meet us at Horseshoe Bay. 
 

After a little hiccup because of a missing 
gooseneck fitting, three of us launched into 
Raby Bay and set sail from Cleveland Point in 
a light but pleasant wind from the Nor’east. 
Alan was following later when his passengers 
arrived.  The wind dropped to completely 
calm in the area to the southwest of Peel 
Island. The three of us motored into 
Horseshoe bay only to run into a freshening 
breeze just offshore. 
We made contact with the other boats on the 
way in to run ashore. Lunch was prepared 
onboard and brought ashore to have under 

the shade on the beach. We decided to meet 
later in the day onboard Idler for sundowners. 
 

On Peel Island there was evidence of the 
storm from the previous Saturday that caused 
havoc at Brisbane Airport and the Port of 
Brisbane before continuing into the Bay and 
passing over Peel Island. 
Robert did the rounds of the boats and ferried 
all of us to Idler where were greeted with a 
spread fit for royalty.  After the sun had 
disappeared and we had consumed what was 
on offer, Robert ferried us back to our 
respective boats for the night. Most of us had 
to walk the last few metres as by this time it 
was just about low tide. 
A pleasant night sleep was had by all. We had 
decided to wake early so as to get our boats 
into deeper water so that we would not be 
trapped by the morning low tide. Some of us 
left it a little late but we all successfully re-
anchored in deeper water. 
With an Easterly forecast we decided to head 
for Blaksley for lunch and then from Blaksley 
to our respective points of departure in the 
afternoon. As it turned out, it was a late 
morning tea at Blaksley and lunch on the sail 
home. 
The run home for the boats returning to Raby 
Bay was a downwind run with a light wind 
from the starboard quarter. There was a lot of 
racing activity east of Cleveland and to the 
North. 
At Raby Bay the tide was higher than when we 
had left the day before. This presented with 
deeper water in the missing section of the 
pontoon. Car keys were held high as the 
intrepid rolled, climbed or jumped of the 
floating section into the water and up the 
ramp. It is the first time in eighteen years of 
owning Sea Lark that Helen was retrieved on 
board the boat. 

 
At Blaksley’s 

HORSESHOE BAY CRUISE 
19th November 

Story & photo- Jim Jones  
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http://www.howtodotip.com/how+to+do+car
+top++2+kayak+rack+(roof+rack+cars+only)+a
bout+30+bucks...++4 
Here’s some ideas to carry boats and canoes 
on the roof of cars. 
http://www.offcenterharbor.com/wb-
emad06-slowingdown-1/ Off centre Harbour – 
a video of an older boat builder, Harry Bryan 
and his thoughts on life and boat building. 
http://abbeyboatbuilder.co.uk/catergory/ho
me/hello-to-all/ 
Add this one to your favourites (Control D) as 
there are going to be good things to come 
from this young woman who calls herself a 
“planker” ‘cause that’s what she likes doing. 
She lives on a boat that she is renovating, 
works in a shipyard and she writes amusingly 
and well.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1iic50dX
unI 
Lovely clip of the pilot cutter Amelie Rose. 
Turn on the sound for some stirring music. But 
there’s more! Click on the links on the side of 
this page. Don’t blame me if you waste an 
hour or two!  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Custom-made oars add class to your boat as 
well as providing a far superior tool than the 
store-bought option. Why spoons? All things 
being equal, spoon-bladed oars will propel 
your boat better with less effort and they look 
great. Whilst they are a little more time-
consuming to make, they are not beyond the 
skills of the average WBAQ boat builder.  
Step 1: Blocking up. You will use epoxy glue of 
course. It is recommended that you use the 

ready-mixed 1:1 glue (e.g. from Boatcraft) as 
it gives a clear glue-line. If you desire to mix 
your own, then you could use talcum powder 
as the filler. Sketch A 

 
Timber: NZ Pine sold by Bunnings is good for 
oars. The advantage is that you can look 
through their 19mm stock to select straight-
grained, knot-free timber. To make a pair of 
oars you will need enough board for 4 x 
50mm by 2.4m long. You will need timber for 
the blades too – that’s about 8 pieces 19mm x 
50mm x 750 long 
Rip the boards down to 50mm wide. You are 
also going to need 2 x 12mm x 50mm for the 
central stringer. This could be pine or you 
could use a feature timber such as cedar- a 
soft / light timber is best. Kwila is tempting 
but is heavy. 
Clamp up the oar shaft using 2 x 19mm x 
50mm pieces with the 12mm strip in the 
centre - That will give you a shaft 50mm x 50 
mm. When gluing, make sure the whole thing 
is kept straight. Some people will tell you that 
by reversing the grain of each piece it will give 
you better strength but this will give you 
problems when planing later as you will have 
to plane each side in opposite directions. 
Therefore, keep your boards matched with 
the grain going the same way. An advantage 
in having a dark centre-strip is that it gives a 
very prominent centre-line to which to work. 
 
To the shaft add 750mm x 50mm boards to 
each side to give an overall width of blade of  
+ 120mm – give yourself a bit extra to play 
with. You will have to add at least 35mm to 
each side. Again these could be made up of 
pine and darker feature timber strips. Really 
soft wood such as cedar should not be on the 
outside of the blade (the pine is OK).  
Why are all the pieces of the blade 750mm 
long when a lot of it will be cut away, you ask? 

WEBWATCH 
GO BOATING WITHOUT GETTING WET 

MAKING 8’ SPOON BLADE 
OARS 

Ian Primrose 
 

http://www.howtodotip.com/how+to+do+car+top++2+kayak+rack+(roof+rack+cars+only)+about+30+bucks...++4
http://www.howtodotip.com/how+to+do+car+top++2+kayak+rack+(roof+rack+cars+only)+about+30+bucks...++4
http://www.howtodotip.com/how+to+do+car+top++2+kayak+rack+(roof+rack+cars+only)+about+30+bucks...++4
http://www.offcenterharbor.com/wb-emad06-slowingdown-1/
http://www.offcenterharbor.com/wb-emad06-slowingdown-1/
http://abbeyboatbuilder.co.uk/catergory/home/hello-to-all/
http://abbeyboatbuilder.co.uk/catergory/home/hello-to-all/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1iic50dXunI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1iic50dXunI
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Well, the reasons are that (1.) it is easier to 
mark out the pattern and (2.) it is also easier 
to feed through the bandsaw.  
Step 2 Marking & Roughing out: When the 
glue has cured, mark out the curve of the 
blade onto the side of the blocked blade. See 
Sketch B. and photo below. 
 The curve starts at the back of the blade and 
goes to the front corner. Again, the front of 
the blade runs from the shaft to the front 
corner. Leave plenty of timber at least 20-
30mm – it is easy to remove- impossible to 
put back! It’s a good idea to make a pattern 
out of 3mm ply or MDF of a curve you are 
happy with as you have to get it the same on 
both oars. If you have a bandsaw, you can 
remove the surplus timber more easily to a 
“rough” stage. 

  
Blocked oar with profile pattern on top. Face pattern shown 

above. 

Now remove all the timber now that doesn’t 
look like an oar!  

 
Use the blade template Sketch C (use 3mm 
MDF again) to mark out the blade shape and 
cut it out with a jigsaw. Now make some dust 
to shape the blade. You can use an angle 
grinder with 40 grit disk; electric planer; belt 
sander; spoke-shave, draw knife or any other 
tool that will remove surplus timber. It is best 
to work on both oars simultaneously- not 
finishing one and then working on the other. 
That way you have a better chance of getting 
them the same. Weigh each one as you go as 
this will give you a better idea to get them 
identical. The thickened section of the blade is 

on the face side. It is thicker in the centre 
tapering to a 6-10mm thick flat at the tip. 
Step 3. The Shafts. The handle or grip of the 
oar is 125mm long and should finish tapered 
about 32mm down to 25mm to suit your grip. 
The far end of the shaft is square more-or-less 
for 450-500mm but becomes round to take 
the 250mm long leathers where it then tapers 
down to 40mm or so towards the blade 
(35mm if you are game). Use a plane to taper 
all faces and then use the 8-sided method to 
get a round. Blend the blade into the shaft. 
The optimum position of your leathers on the 
oar will depend on your boat beam. 
Step 4 Finishing. Sand it all smooth and coat 
with a finish of your choice. I reckon you can’t 
beat marine varnish which is both durable and 
gives a nice finish. Don’t coat the handles with 
anything as this will affect your grip. Add a 
hardwood tip (kwila is good for this) Cut/rout 
an oversized “L” shape and rebate the blade 
end so that it is well embedded then sand the 
hardwood tip back to blend it in .  
Step 5. Leathers (Leather oddments can be 
obtained from Packer Tanners at Boundary 
Rd, north of Bris).  Soak the leather in water 
for a few hours then cut the leather to size by 
allowing a 25mm overlap around the shaft. 
With packing or duct tape, wrap the whole 
leather tightly and with a straight-edge and 
Stanley knife, cut through both bits of the 
leather. Remove the tape. Do a final trim so 
the edges just touch. Drill (or poke through 
with an awl) holes at 10mm intervals along 
each edge (so they match). Using whipping 
twine and 2 needles do a cross-over stitch 
(baseball stitch?). The stitching should be 
positioned on the top of each oar so it does 
not wear in the rowlock. As the leather dries, 
it will shrink. Some people like to use glue as 
well but if you get it right, it is not necessary. 
When dry give it a coat of Dubbin, neatsfoot 
oil or Vaseline. 
Final weight of each oar should be about 2kg. 
Nice… go rowing!   Too hard? - Next month 

making simple straight blades. 
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 Footloose - The bottom portion of a sail is 
called the foot. If it is not secured, it is 
footloose and it dances randomly in the wind. 
To be footloose today is to be carefree. It has 
often been used in the phrase “footloose and 
fancy-free” – that’s being really carefree! In 
the early 1900’s it related to having no 
attachments, especially romantic ones. 

 

 

 
A Mark II version of the plaques is now 
available – Just $10. Unfortunately the earlier 
version showed discoloration when exposed 
to sunlight. If you have one of these MkI’s, 
bring it along to exchange it for a MkII at the 
January Meeting.  
 

 
  
 

A group of Australian Sailfish enthusiasts is 
working to draw out boats and skippers from 
wherever they have been hiding themselves 
for the last several decades. To this end we 
will be attending the Inverloch Classic 
Wooden Dinghy Regatta in Victoria in January, 
as will class founder Jack Carroll. We have also 
created a website that is already helping to 
promote the class once again. 

The Australian Sailfish was designed in 1956. 
Queensland was an early adopter of the class. 
Queenslanders and WBAQ Member, Martin 
Kortlucke and Tom Butler made the long 
journey to Australian Championships in 
Victoria and NSW in 1972/73, 1973/74 and 
1974/75. 
We are asking if it is possible for your 
association to include a link to our website on 
your own website and/or promote the site via 
your newsletter. We think there may still be 
ex-Sailfish skippers involved in your 
Association and we would like to let them 
know what is going on, encourage them to 
make contact, and perhaps inspire them to 
retrieve their Sailfish from the garage or 
carport and take it for a sail. Our website is 
www.australiansailfish.wordpress.com. 
Please check it out. If there are any questions 
you can contact the moderators at 
sailfishzombies.gmail.com. 
 
 

 (Dad Joke!) 

Two Mexican detectives were investigating the 
murder of Juan Gonzalez. 
‘How was he killed?’ asked one detective. 
‘With a golf gun,’ the other detective replied. 
‘A golf gun! What is a golf gun?’ 
‘I don’t know. But it sure made a hole in Juan.’ 

 

 
(Note: These are Not Members!)  

Thanks Ian Mortleman 
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2016 CALENDAR OF MESSABOUTS & EVENTS 
One day, weekend and week-long Messabouts and big events in 2016 

NOTE:  Due to the wide range of boat sizes and types, and relative seaworthiness, it always remains the Skipper’s decision 
whether to participate or not. Aim to launch & depart from ramps by 0900 hrs unless otherwise advised.  All week long 
events have a “Plan B” to be Wivenhoe Dam or Atkinson’s Dam. For last minute information contact the nominated organiser 
(listed below) or  a Messabout Committee member: Darrell Spiers 3298 5394  Phil Brown: 3820 8082      

MONTH MESSABOUT EVENTS 
JANUARY 
2017. 
 
17th  December 
see Peter 
Jensen’ s 
workshop day 
details below 

 10th WBAQ Meeting 
 18th (Wednesday) Family Day 

(for Grandparents & kids?) at 

Powerboat ramp, Caloundra.  
Also opportunity to try other 
boats Host    Ian Primrose 0491 
120 888  or 3263 3381 

      
 

 28th Messabout Planning 
Meeting at Maritime Museum 
9.30 am - All Welcome 

TUES JAN 10th 
YES! We are holding a 
meeting in January 

BRING, BUY OR GIVE-AWAY AND 
SHOW & TELL EXTRAVAGANZA 

 Bring items for sale 

 Bring item (oar, paddle, boat, 
tool or anything salty) to talk 
about 

FEBRUARY 
2017 

 25th Capsize Practice at 
Wivenhoe Dam 

10th-13th Australian Wooden Boat 
Festival, Hobart Tas 
Thursday 9 February 2017  Meet &   
Greet at the WBGT’s club rooms  
5.30pm at the Mariners Cottages, 42-
44 Napoleon Street, Battery Point 

 

MARCH 
2017 

 Brisbane River Sail, Row, 
Motor ex Riverside Dr West 
End UBD Map 21 Q4 

 

 

 

 

 

From Ian Mortleman 
The pessimist complains about the wind 

The optimist expects it to change 
The realist adjusts the sails 

William A Ward. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SAT 17th DECEMBER -LEARN BOAT-BUILDING TECHNIQUES through group involvement.. 
Peter Jensen is running open workshops on Third Saturday each month (but not Feb 2017) 

Peter Jensen  0423 377 951. FREE! 
DECEMBER SUBJECT- MAKING A TIMBER SAIL TRACK 

. 
 
 

 

GOING TO HOBART IN FEBRUARY?   1. We will be holding Dinner on Saturday Night at a Salamanca 

Place restaurant – We need to know numbers ASAP.  
2. We are compiling a contact list that will be circulated to those on the list in January so that you can 
make contact with other members attending. (Names, mobile number etc) 
Send details to imprimrose@powerup.com.au by January meeting 

 

mailto:imprimrose@powerup.com.au
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 COMING EVENT DETAILS 
                      Mark your calendar now 

JANUARY MEETING – 10th January This is not marked on the WBAQ Calendar but because a lot of 
members will be away in February at the Wooden Boat Festival, we are holding a meeting in January 
Bring & Buy stall – clear some unwanted items or collect some treasures 
plus a SHOW & TELL – Bring an item to show or talk about – Could be a boat or a simple tool.  

AUSTRALIAN WOODEN BOAT FESTIVAL 10-13 February 2017 Hobart – Social Dinner to be held on the 
Saturday Night at the Ball & Chain Restaurant, Salamanca Place. A contact list is being compiled to 
enable you to contact other members at the Festival. Numbers required for Saturday night dinner. 
Advise details- Name(s); mobile No. and email address to Ian Primrose  imprimrose@powerup.com.au  
 

WBAQ MARKETPLACE 
Members - advertise for free here for 3 months! Boats, tools,  accessories etc 

WBA Qld accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of the information provided by the vendor, nor can it act as an 
agent in relation to any item listed. It remains the responsibility of the vendor and the buyer to verify the accuracy 

of information posted and to agree on the details of sale 
WBAQ MERCHANDISE Identify your boat or yourself with WBAQ signage. Cloth Badges $8; Stick-on 
labels 50cents. Metal Plaques MkII $10. BURGEES $15.  See Ed Elcock. 
PROVIDE your own shirt and have the WBAQ Logo printed in white for just $5. 
For sale 30 ft Huon Pine Sloop "Kermandie". Professionally built 1972 by Athol 

Walters at Shipwrights Point, Port Huon, Tasmania. Lying in Bowen, North 
Queensland. Suit wooden boat enthusiast. No motor –needs paint $10,000.00 
Contact phone 0401968722 

 
For sale ‘Hapuna Matata’ a Michael Storer designed Goat Island Skiff (GIS) 

beautifully built using the best materials: Hoop pine, Gaboon marine ply, 
Paulownia and is extremely light at about 53kg.  See the builder’s video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iE83jU1dkmQ. and here to see this boat 
being sailed by the designer  
Price $4,500 Contact Ivan Scott 0417164553 or scottig3@gmail.com 

(2) 

 

ROPE. Available to members at cost. 6mm - .40c; 8mm- 80c; 10mm-$1 per metre. Suitable for rigging 
or general used. Order before the meeting by phoning Phil Brown or email 
brownshouse@ozemail.com.au 

FOR SALE – “TOM THUMP”  3.6 m gaff rigged ply clinker sailing boat built in 2003 

by well-known WBAQ member Jim Inglis.  It sails well for one or two person crew 
and can be rowed or used with a small outboard.  Details: Hull 3.6 long x 1.3 m 
beam, ply clinker construction with copper nailed Mast 3.7 m and gaff 3.5 m,  
Manders sail 6 sqm. Can be car topped, wt 65 kg, includes trailer, life jackets, 
anchor, beach trolley and outboard motor bracket.  Price $3500 (neg) for a unique 
boat, located Noosa. Contact Jeremy Skinner on 0419 743 002.  
FOR SALE  Joel White designed 15ft Marsh Cat part finished. Hull 
made strip plank WRC epoxied and ready to turn over. Canadian 
clear Douglas Fir 19ft mast and boom, barn door rudder, 8 blocks 
made ready to assemble, laminated deck beams. $250 bronze 
screws, transom of solid New Guinea Rosewood. Over $3000 spent. 
Price $1400Kevin Arrowsmith 1 Arthur St Kingaroy Ph 07 41628139   

 

mailto:imprimrose@powerup.com.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iE83jU1dkmQ
mailto:scottig3@gmail.com
mailto:brownshouse@ozemail.com.au


 

THE LOG 

 

  

DECEMBER 2016 

 

W I S H I N G  Y O U  A  M E R R Y  C H R I S T M A S  A N D  A  G R E A T  Y E A R  

I N  2 0 1 7                P a g e  | 12 

RESTORED CLASSIC 105 YEAR OLD 33 FT YACHT FOR SALE 
Curlew is a piece of yachting history.  She is a Tasmanian One Design yacht, one of 
only seven built by Charles Lucas of Hobart in 1911, 33 ft (10.06 m) overall length, 
21 ft on the waterline.  For full details on these classic vessels see 
http://www.virtue.id.au/Onedesign/Curlew/html/Curlew.htm.Asking price for this 
exceptional vessel only $18,000, all offers considered.  
PRICE NOW DRASTICALLY REDUCED! Contact Roy 07 5546 8202 or email 
royandnan1969@gmail.com for more information 
 

 

Boatcraft Pacific 
(Advertisement) 

The best source for all your boat building materials. 
• Bote-Cote marine coating resins. 2:1 Amine blush free optimised for Australian conditions  
• Epox-E-Glue A pre gelled 1:1 epoxy glue.  
• Purbond Single pack waterproof adhesive ideal for strip planking and joinery.  
• Aquacote Water based high build epoxy primer and water based 2 pack polyurethane top coat.  Very high 
performance two pack paints without the fumes and health worries.  
• Cop-R-Bote antifouling. copper metal permanent antifoul that really works.  
• Fibreglass Woven and knitted reinforcements, the widest range of weights and constructions. 
• Timber and Plywood. Marine plywood and long length clear hoop pine, WRC and Kiri. 
•  Silicone Bronze and Copper fastenings. The largest range in Australia.  
• Davey traditional bronze ship and boat fittings.  Plans. We can supply a wide range of boat plans. Come and 
browse our catalogues. Save money with our material packages. 
46 Chetwynd St Loganholm, Qld 4129 Ph 3806 1944 Fax 3209 7711 

Be sure to tell us you are a WBAQ Member to receive a 7.5% discount from Trade price 

BoatCraft Pacific (Sunshine Coast)(Advertisement) 

Sunshine Coast boatbuilders ! 
BoatCraft products now available ex stock from our Noosaville location 

Bote-Cote Epoxy – Epoxy Glue - Purbond – Aquacote – Fibreglass – Timber – Marine plywood 
Shed 3, 7 Bartlett St, Noosaville 4566Tel 0405 385 194   (call to check opening times) 

 

 

From John Tennock: 
I needed a new bandsaw blade and found these guys very helpful.  
Thought it might be worth sharing in The Log. 
http://www.superiorsaws.com.au/ 
SUPERIOR SAWS BRISBANE (07) 3266 1988  
79 Frederick St, Northgate QLD 4013 

 
 

 

 

YOUR 2017 MEMBERSHIP IS NOW DUE 
We welcome the renewal of your membership. 

Renewal Form will issue shortly via your preferred means of delivery. 
Get the full benefit of the WBAQ and join in some Messabouts in 2017 

SOURCES & RESOURCES 

 

http://www.virtue.id.au/Onedesign/Curlew/html/Curlew.htm
mailto:royandnan1969@gmail.com
http://www.superiorsaws.com.au/

