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Top Photo: Wivenhoe Morning 
Bottom Photo: Sunrise at Lake Cootharaba 

(Stories inside)  Photos by Ian Primrose 

 

“She was stubby and square, but we didn’t much care 
And we cheerily put to sea.” 

Charles Edward Carryl, ‘Nautical Ballard’ 
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Wooden Boat Assn Qld 
Committee 

Regular Meetings and Activities 

 President   Jon Elcock 0413 945 377 

 Vice-President  Jim Jones 

 Secretary Phil Brown 0416 057 277 

 Treasurer Wayne Aberdeen 

 Membership Secretary Ed Elcock  
0437 081 569 

 Webmaster John Tennock  
      webmaster@woodenboat.org.au  

 Web content/ Publicity 
 Malcolm Hodgen & Paul McShea 

 Committee  Ian Trail, Doug Graham, Ian 
Primrose, Peter Jensen 

 Events sub-committee –Phil Brown 

 Librarian – Mac Finch 
 

Meetings are held at 7.00 pm on the second 

Tuesday of the month (except January) at the 
Queensland Maritime Museum, following a BBQ 

at 6.00pm. Bring along your plans, projects and 
problems for group attention.  Don’t forget 

something for SHOW, TELL & ASK. The 

Committee meeting is held at Queensland 
Maritime Museum at 4:00 pm prior to the BBQ 

meeting. Workshop Working Bees are on hold 
until further notice.  

Entry to the Museum for meetings and 

workshop days is off Dock Street, via the 
emergency vehicle gate between the cycle path 

and the old timber Dock building. Use intercom 
for entry. 
Messabouts are held monthly. For details of 
these and other wooden boat events, refer to 

the calendar of events later in this newsletter 

 

Sub-Committees Editor’s Note 
Messabout Calendar  

info@woodenboat.org.au 
St Ayles Skiff Sub-committee 

Steven Ainscough- Leader 
communityrowingqld@gmail.com 

Provedores  Ian Trail & Mac Finch 

 

Your contributions to the LOG are sought and 

welcomed. Articles in MS word with JPEG photos 
are the preferred format. Email if possible. 

The Log is generally finalised the day after the 
monthly meeting. Editor  Ian Primrose Ph 3263 

3381 m 0491 120 888 Contributions to: 

     imprimrose@powerup.com.au 
 

WBAQ Disclaimer 
 

Opinions and Advice: Opinions and advice expressed in “The Log” and the Association’s meetings are those 

of the individual originator’s only.  The Editor and the Association’s Committee do not necessarily endorse 
views expressed at such forums. 
Participation in Events: Participation in events organised by the Association may involve certain risks 

inherently associated with the perils of the sea or weather which include the possibility of damage to, or loss 
of, vessels and equipment, as well as injury or death to persons.  Such risks will require the exercise of the 
prior judgment of members on behalf of themselves, their guests and invitees, whether to commence or 
continue any particular activity irrespective of information supplied by the Association, its Committee or 
officers.  The Association, its Committee and officers accept no responsibility for damage, loss, injury or death 
arising from these risks. 
Contributions to "The Log": Contributions to "The Log" by members of the Association on relevant topics 

are most welcome.  Contributions may be edited before publication at the Editor's discretion.  By submitting 
any material for publication the Contributor warrants that he/she is the copyright owner, and consents to both 
the editing of the material and its publication in 'The Log' and on the Association's website, on a royalty free 
basis 

 

 

mailto:webmaster@woodenboat.org.au
mailto:info@woodenboat.org.au
mailto:communityrowingqld@gmail.com
mailto:imprimrose@powerup.com.au
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(Press Control [ctrl] & Click to access active links in the LOG or 

copy to your search engine) 

 

 

 
They say time marches on.  Well, it certainly 
has been ticking over extremely fast lately. 
Last week I was in Sydney and, as you do 
when in Sydney, I visited the Australian 
National Maritime Museum.  ANMM currently 
has a special exhibition ‘Ships, Clocks and 
Stars: The Quest for Longitude.’ 
Should you be looking for a good read on the 
subject, I can recommend the book The 
Illustrated Longitude by Dava Sobel and 
William J.H. Andrewes.  Some of you will 
already know that it was the development of 
a consistently accurate clock that gave the 
world a reliable way to calculate longitude. 
Once this happened sailors started using 
these accurate time pieces to help them find 
their longitude position at sea, using their last 
port of call as the prime meridian. 
It wasn’t till 1884 at a conference in 
Washington, D.C. that representatives from 
26 countries agreed to have Greenwich as the 
prime meridian of the world.  Hence we got 
‘Greenwich Mean Time’, or as we know it 
today, GMT. 
This may come as a surprise to some, but the 
French were not happy and insisted on 
keeping Paris as their prime meridian for the 
next 27 years till 1911, giving them ‘Paris 
Mean Time’.  Interesting, this could explain a 
lot! 
We now also have UTC which is the time 
standard commonly used across the world.  
The world’s timing centres have agreed to 
keep their time scales closely synchronised - 
or co-ordinated, hence the name ‘Co-
ordinated Universal Time’. GMT is still taken 
as the yard stick for measuring time around 
the world. In outer space, astronomers use 
GMT to time prediction and observation, 
calling it Universal Time or UT in their celestial 
calendars. 
 GMT is now referred to as a time zone.  

Where does that leave us?  According to 
Google Earth the dry dock gate at the 
Maritime Museum is 153.01 degrees east of 
Greenwich.  If the world revolves once every 
24 hours, that’s one degree every 4 minutes, 
which makes the dry dock gate about 10 
hours 12 minutes and 4 seconds east of 
Greenwich.  
Wow, you just so needed to know that, didn’t 
you?  Check it out and see if I’m right. 
Have fun and stay safe, JON 

 

This segment is provided for members to liaise with 
builders of boats they may be interested in building 
and to encourage building projects 

Ed Elcock’s punt!  (Updated) 
An existing 8’ punt, in fact and is stretching it 
to 11’ by adding a bit in the middle. Structure 
of the middle bit completed.  With a bit more 
filling and sanding the external will be ready 
for painting.  Just the internal fit-out to go. 
Jon Elcock is scraping layers of paint from an 
18’ Cecily Bowden Cruiserette 
Bruce Wollstein is building his 4th canoe – A 
K1 type  kayak  
Geoff Taylor is building a 16’ Eureka Canoe 
Rohan Watt is building a Northumberland 
Cobble. You can view a time lapse of his work 
at: https://youtu.be/Z6vYV_Piz6I 
Dave Micklethwaite is building a Paul 
Gartside fantail launch, 18 feet OAL. Almost 
ready to glass.   
Rob Mabin of Buderim is building an 
Oughtred McGregor canoe – the full decked 
sailing version.  
UPDATED Darrell Spiers is building a 10’ Wes 
Farmer design that he has strip-planked. He is 
fitting a 2 ½ HP Chinese Honda copy (a 
“Chonda”) air-cooled inboard.     
Mark Fort is building an Oughtred Californian 
Yawl. 
Chris Treloar: Jim Michalak design 
Allan Tomley: 8.3 metre folding & trailerable 
catamaran. Also Reno-ing a Hartley 
David Thierens is building a classic Riviera of 
cold moulded construction. 
John Skinner is reno-ing a skiff he got from 
the Girl Guides 

WORKS IN PROGRESS 

FROM THE CAPTAIN’S CABIN 

Jon Elcock, President 

https://youtu.be/Z6vYV_Piz6I
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Ian Grant, of Moffat Beach –  Ian has a 
Pooduck Skiff named “Swag 3”, LOA 12’10”, 
beam 4’6”, draft 1’9” with the board down, 
weight 130 lb, sail area 79 sq.ft.  Ian heard 
about us from fellow boat owners in the 
Caloundra contingent. 
 

Chloe Olliver and Simon King of West End 
– Chloe and Simon have a 42 foot Malaysian 
teak ketch (land bound on their property at 

Point Lookout) to be converted into land 
based accommodation, to tie into the legend 
of the lost Spanish / Portuguese Caravelle of 

Moreton Bay.  Chloe and Simon found us via a 
Google search

 
The Project! 

Fiona Kelly of Bulimba, and Kevin Horig of 
Bulimba –  Fiona and Kevin are in the process 
of restoring their Alan Buchanan designed 28 
foot sloop “Clipper”, which was built in South 
Africa in 1967.  Their sloop has a 2.0m draft 
and a full keel.  She has a displacement of 7.6 
tonne of which 1.7 tonne is cast iron ballast.  
Fiona and Kevin heard about us via the 
Brisbane Bushwalking Club. Their intention is 
to restore the boat then sail off around the 
world! 
They could use help with woodwork etc as 
they have limited facilities on a swing mooring 
at Bulimba and they don’t have a car. Seek 
them out at the next meeting if you can assist. 
 
 
 
As a past president and being on the 
committee for more than 12 years, Ron has 
decided to “retire”. Ron was the instigator of 
the now popular BBQ; has organised the 

Messabouts; has purchased the meat; sold 
the rope and has taken on numerous other 
jobs that make the Association function. Pat 
has been involved as well, arranging our 
Christmas hampers.  
Ron is looking forward to “taking it easy” at 
meetings and being able chat with others.  
Sorry, Ron there is no gold watch but your 
efforts over the years have been much 
appreciated and we look forward to seeing 
you and Pat at the Messabouts  
 

 

 

Geoff Williams has completely renovated his 

Mirror 16 to ensure it’s good for another 40 

years. Restoration included the complete 

rebuilding of the cockpit and of course a 

repaint. In colours of green, yellow and red it 

looks like a traffic signal on steroids! Wow! 

 

Chris Webb who says: 
Here is a picture of my Gloucester Rocker and  
the Kaholo SUP that I built for my grandson 
recently. It was a great project and I am sure it 
took as long to build as a “real boat”. Mist E is 
now resting in my workshop in preparation 
for her new deck and paint removal from the 
hull.  

 

LAUNCHINGS 

Congratulations to: 

NEW MEMBERS 

A hearty welcome to: 

RON PRESCOTT RETIRES! 
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Peter Naske from Rockhampton North.. 

“I have been remiss by not sharing my boat 
building activities over the last few years.  I 
just want to let you all know that some 
building is happening in Central QLD 
I completed a Michael Storer Eureka canoe in 
June 2013.  It took me the best part of 9 
months to complete working at it part-time. 

 

Peter Also restored this fine old lady 

 
 

 
 
 
Ross Lillistone discusses trailer designs for 
displacement small craft at: 
http://rosslillistonewoodenboat.blogspot.com
.au/2016/05/trailer-design-for-
displacement.html 
Interesting article with more to come, it 
seems. Just a note… Bill Rowland (Top Gun 
Trailers) recommends that the boat is 
contained wholly on the trailer to minimise 
damage to the boat in minor impact. 
From the Victorian WBA – Paynesville Classic 
Wooden Boat Regatta from the air   
17 minutes – some great shots in a great 
setting 
http://www.woodenboat.asn.au/ 

 
Falmouth Working Boats racing -28ft boat 
1000 sq ft of gaff sail. Great sailing 2 minutes. 
https://player.vimeo.com/video/103649149 

REPORTS 
 
 
 
  
You couldn’t get a better week of weather if 
you ordered it on ebay! Who would have 
thought when a Messabout for May was 
decided what a beautiful week would be had 
by all. Perfect for paddlers and rowers in the 
morning and then the wind coming up in the 
afternoon for sailing, only light but I did not 
hear any complaints. 
  
21 boats were counted which may be not a 
record but a really good turnout coming from 
as far as Stanthorpe to Tin Can Bay. Most 
arrived on Monday although Peter and Gayle 
Jensen arrived on the Thursday the 12th 
maybe to avoid Friday the 13th.  Phil and 
Darrell arrived in their caravans on the 
weekend. The Caloundra boys had a very 
good attendance but Paul Hernes was absent 
and was sorely missed. However, Captain 
Kirk’s motley crew from McLeay Is. failed to 
arrive as they all had the “McLeay Island pox”. 
 21 boats were there on the Wednesday in 
time for the presentations of 5 framed Lino 
Prints created by Ken Mills. I decided after 
consultation the fairest way would be put all 
participants’ names in a hat and draw the 
prize-winners from it. Well-done to those who 
won. Rick Sutton had handed back the 
Cootharaba Cup and Ken was awarded the 
trophy for being so generous in creating and 
then donating his prints. Well deserved, I 
thought - Good on you Ken. 
  
The informal week saw rowing and paddling 
to Kinaba as well as trips down the Noosa 
River; sailing on the lake and a trip to Figtree 
campsite that had just been fully landscaped 

WEBWATCH 
Go boating without getting wet! 

A WEEK LONG COOTHARABA 
MESSABOUT IN MAY 

Paul McShea 

 

http://rosslillistonewoodenboat.blogspot.com.au/2016/05/trailer-design-for-displacement.html
http://rosslillistonewoodenboat.blogspot.com.au/2016/05/trailer-design-for-displacement.html
http://rosslillistonewoodenboat.blogspot.com.au/2016/05/trailer-design-for-displacement.html
http://www.woodenboat.asn.au/
https://player.vimeo.com/video/103649149
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by the National Parks officers which was a 
credit to all involved. 
  
To finish off the week a hearty meal was had 
at the Hotel on Thursday night with over 20 
attending and reminiscing on a great week. 
The Cootharaba camp may have be a biannual 
event held in May and November. 
  
The overnight camp to campsite three did not 
eventuate due to the camp being fully booked 
out. There may be another option to pre-book 
the camp for interested members however 
the fees must be paid in advance, to enable 
me to book. I will need feedback and 
commitments on numbers and September 
may be a good time to do the trip. Any 
suggestions would be most welcome. 

 
Old Salts: Rick & Darrell at the Kinaba Ranger 

Station 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As the usual custom, the Bribie Classic starts 
on the Friday night at the Bribie Pub and there 
was a good rollup as many participants stay 
on their boat at the Pacific Harbour Marina. 
Forty-two (42) boats registered but I don’t 
think all of them turned up- possibly due to 

the forecast of some really strong (30 knot) 
westerlies.  
The real event start off at 10 am on Saturday 
with the run up to Toobul and beyond.  
There was a good representation of WBAQ 
members and it was good to see Jim Inglis in 
“Girt by Sea” (below) sparring with Ian 
College in the stiff westerly winds. 

 
Jim Inglis ripping along  in “Gert by Sea” 

Lunch was provided at Toorbul this year, 
courtesy of Moreton Council and this was a 
nice touch.  
By the time of departure, the westerly wind 
was well up so it would be an exciting ride for 
those sailing. It certainly was a choppy ride 
back. 
A dinner was to be held that night and Sunday 
program called for boats in display on Sylvan 
Beach.  
Having to attend the Working with Wood 
Show, I was unable to attend. The weather, 
being less windy, would have made for a 
better day. 
 

 
 
 

 

Unfortunately, this show clashed with the 
Bribie Classic. Held at the Ekka ground, we 
had 3 boats on display; Geoff Williams’ Selway 
Fisher “Solace” ; Gavin Williams’ (no relation) 

18th BRIBIE CLASSIC REGATTA 
28-29 MAY 

Ian Primrose 

 
 
 

WORKING WITH WOOD 

SHOW 
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Norwalk Is Sharpie (NIS18) “Missie Lee” and 
my Oughtred Auk “Auk-Wood”. 
The WWW Show has changed over the years 
– not for the better. It has been in decline and 
now only occupies 2/3rd of the area with a 
corresponding decline in both exhibitors and 
in attendees. 
 

Having said that, we did field some 
worthwhile enquiries but time will tell if it is 
worth the effort of manning the 3 day display 
in future. 
Special  thanks to Phil Brown who curated this 
exhibition and gave up a lot of his time to 
ensure that it happened. Thanks too, to the 
members who manned the stand over the 3 
days.  
 
 
 
 

 

ATTENDEES: 
SUNDAY 5th JUNE   
Ian Primrose    1 boat 1 tent 
MONDAY 6th JUNE Ian came home 6 am 
John and Cathy Webb 1 Caravan  
Dave Micklethwaite arrived 1 boat Slept in truck 
TUESDAY 7th JUNE  
Ian came back 1 boat 1 tent 
Geoff & Oriel Williams      1 caravan 1 boat 
Ron Prescott Crewing for Geoff 1 tent 
Kim Pollock 1 tent 1 boat  
Paul McShea and Crew Peter 1 boat 1 canoe 
Jim Inglis 1 tent 1 boat 
John and Marie Milne 1 boat 1 tent 
Bruce Wollstein  1 kayak slept in truck 

 
With repeated severe weather warnings, only 
the brave arrived on Sunday, Geoff to drop off 
his boat and Ian to camp overnight.  Ian rang 
early Monday morning to say he was going 
home as he had not slept all night due to 
strong winds.  
(I was hoping for some “Boss’s weather” – Boss’s 
weather is where the weekend is lousy but the 
weather on Monday is fantastic. Unfortunately it 
was not to happen. The wind came through with 
the speed and ferocity of a thousand stampeding 
gazelles!)  Ian 

 After various ‘phone calls, it was decided to 
leave it until Tuesday. 
Tuesday was a different world; still with 
strong and cool Westerly winds but bright and 
sunny and a total of 8 boats.  It was a typical 
Wivenhoe week with skippers and paddlers 
going to different parts of the lake.  Paul and 
Peter who were first time visitors to the area 
were really impressed with the lake and camp 
site.  

 
End of Day: Dave Micklethwaite lashing down “Serendipity” 

As usual we all gathered each night around a 
central fire and discussed, at times, quite 
heatedly, world events, or was it because Jim 
was there !!. and we didn’t break until after 
10.00 p.m.  This was almost better than the 
sailing. 
Thursday was visitor’s day. It was good to see 
Dan and Elaine Robinson and Dan is 
progressing well.   Althea and Don Burrows 
arrived with custard tarts for morning tea.  
Althea is due for a knee replacement shortly 
so we wish her well.  We also had 3 men from 
the Ipswich Men’s Shed visit in a Scruffie 
Marine a kit boat they had built and made a 
very good job and nicely finished.  They were 
then able to look over our boats and also take 
Ian’s Whitehall for a row.  We invited them to 
visit us at our meeting night and we should 
and try and arrange a group visit to their 
Shed?   
As a finale we had the great taste test for the 
Stew competition with 4 competitors. Geoff 
Williams the winner with the $10.00 bottle of 
Port.  Ian Primrose second with a cheaper 
bottle of Port and Kim Pollock packet of Tim 
Tams as third but then Ian preferred the Tim 
Tams to Port and swapped with Kim.  This was 
an absolutely lovely setting with beautiful 
sunset, warm evening, lots of merriment and 
we were able to feed 9 people in total. A 
grand finish to another very sociable week 
with good friends. 

WIVENHOE MESSABOUT 
JUNE 2016 

By Ron Prescott 
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Seeing double:  Bruce in his mini kayak  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Thanks, Ian Trail 
 
 
 
 
 

Norman R Wright and Sons: 
There is one family that is associated with 
boat-building and sail racing in Brisbane and 
that is the Wright Family.  Third generation, 
builder and designer, Bill Wright have us an 
entertaining and informative presentation of 
his family’s story. 
Their story starts in 1849 when Bill’s great 
grandfather came to Brisbane as a prison 
warder when the white population was just 
849. Norman R was born in 1854? – one of 11 
kids. They settled on Coochiemudlo and 
Norman rowed the produce to the mainland. 
Continued on page  11 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

First Rate -  
From the 16th century on until steam 
powered ships took over, British naval ships 
were rated as to the number of heavy cannon 
they carried. A ship of 100 or more guns was a 
First Rate line-of-battle ship. Second rates 
carried 90 to 98 guns; Third Rates, 64 to 89 
guns; Fourth Rates, 50 to 60 guns. Frigates 
carrying 48 to 20 guns were fifth and sixth 
rated.  
Today, if something is ‘first-rate’ then it is 
excellent or the best. 
… 
 
 
Travelling to and from the Cootharaba event 
there were 2 incidents with tyres- one on a 
boat and one on a caravan. It is a timely 
reminder to check your tyres and axle fixings 
regularly so that you are not stranded…or 
worse. 
They say you should replace tyres at 10 years, 
whether they still have tread, or not – but 
sooner if your trailer is left out in the sun. 
Tyres are date-stamped so you can tell their 
age. 
 

 

 
 Extract from his blog… 

 
http://rosslillistonewoodenboat.blogspot.com.au 

 
Epoxy is my favourite marine adhesive by far, 
although I do make use of a number of other 
glues for specific jobs. But epoxy is the most 
versatile adhesive I use, and the vast majority 
of my gluing is done using epoxy and suitable 
additives. Epoxy is gap-filling in a truly 
structural sense, and that is the key to its 
versatility. 

NAUTICAL TERMS IN CURRENT 

USE 

 

CHECK YOUR TYRES 

WHAT HAPPENED AT THE LAST 

MEETING 

WHAT YOU CAN DO WITH A 

COUPLE OF OLD BOATS AND 

SOME IMAGINATION 

 

ROSS LILLISTONE ON PRE-

COATING EPOXY JOINTS 

http://rosslillistonewoodenboat.blogspot.com.au/
http://rosslillistonewoodenboat.blogspot.com.au/
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When using epoxy as an adhesive and/or as a 
filleting agent it is really important that all of 
the gluing surfaces be primed with an 
application of un-thickened epoxy 
resin/hardener. This relatively low-viscosity 
application will penetrate the surface of the 
timber and form an excellent foundation to 
which the thickened adhesive mixture will 
bond chemically. For this to occur, the priming 
application should be applied no more than a 
few hours before the adhesive, so that it will 
still be chemically active when the adhesive 
mixture is applied. 

 

Here you can see how I have primed (or wet-
out) two adjoining surfaces prior to laying 
down thickened epoxy which will be formed 
into a fillet. 
  

 

In this photo, the joints on the left have had 
the epoxy formed into a fillet over the primed 
surfaces of the joint, and glass tape has been 
placed over the fillet, and wet-out with 
another application of un-thickened epoxy.  
On face grain, epoxy does not penetrate a 
long distance - I've heard various distances 
mentioned, from fractions of a millimetre to 
as much as a millimetre in the case of some 
very porous timbers - but on a molecular scale 

it is a very substantial distance, and the epoxy 
adhesive will adhere tenaciously. In end-grain, 
epoxy penetrates a much longer distance 
indeed. 
Now this brings me onto the subject of pre-
coating whole sheets of plywood - or any 
wood for that matter - and what I see as being 
some stumbling blocks. Pre-coating sheets of 
plywood laid flat on a bench is certainly 
convenient, and efficient from the coating 
application perspective. But the problem is 
that when the components are cut from those 
pre-coated sheets, all surfaces which are 
going to be glued MUST be very well abraded 
so that the epoxy adhesive (and its priming 
coat) have a 'key' or 'tooth' to which a 
mechanical bond can be established. This 
represents an extra step in the building 
process, and detracts from gains made 
through the pre-coating. Also, the mechanical 
bond between the fresh epoxy and the 
previously applied pre-coat represents a 
'secondary' bond - good if well executed, but 
not as good as a chemical bond. 
I also have concerns about the cured epoxy on 
pre-coated sheets being subjected to tension 
and compression when components are bent 
into position. In my mind's eye, I see micro 
cracks forming on the tension side of the 
material, and crushing occurring on the 
compression side. Unfortunately, I do not 
have the engineering or chemical 
qualifications to claim that I know what I'm 
talking about! 
Under some circumstances there may be a 
place for pre-coating - an example would be 
the under-surface of a cabin-top or a deck, 
where subsequent sanding would be very 
difficult. In that situation, the under-surface 
could be pre-coated, and then sanded to the 
point where it is ready to accept adhesive 
where it sits on deck-beams etc, and it would 
also be ready to accept paint. 
Other than in the cases mentioned in the 
preceding paragraph, I much prefer to build 
the boat structurally, and then apply any 
epoxy coatings. I have fairly strong opinions 
about where epoxy coating is of value, but 
that can be the subject of another post.

https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-B63aCyxxAkw/VupFH5H_8_I/AAAAAAABMBI/h1CnvwqS6loPAA8mDh_L5OVHXpCdQFW8Q/s1600/First+Mate++(166).jpg
https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-XtqHbz_aOdE/VupIhGk-HtI/AAAAAAABMBY/3v8kKI1lx6wUTS3pCLbXVqJzEim5RN2-Q/s1600/First+Mate++(102).jpg
https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-MZDWC2yOgjs/VupIhKBU1_I/AAAAAAABMBU/-o-3iDm0kM82lQhGOWa5BzGNinn0aDdzA/s1600/First+Mate++(103).jpg
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2016 CALENDAR OF MESSABOUTS & EVENTS 
One day, weekend and week-long Messabouts and big events in 2016 

NOTE:  Due to the wide range of boat sizes and types, and relative seaworthiness, it always remains the Skipper’s decision 
whether to participate or not. Aim to launch & depart from ramps by 0900 hrs unless otherwise advised.  All week long 
events have a “Plan B” to be Wivenhoe Dam or Atkinson’s Dam. For last minute information contact the nominated organiser 
(listed below) or  a Messabout Committee member: Ron Prescott: 0432 181 174;   Phil Brown: 3820 8082      

MONTH MESSABOUT EVENTS 

JUNE   24th. 25th 26th Lake McDonald 
Cooroy.   Host Phil Brown. 

 QCYC Gaffers – Queen’s Birthday 
Weekend 

 4th June Karragarra Yacht Club Sail 
Past & Blessing of Fleet. See Below 

JULY  2nd - Day Paddle Enoggera Reservoir 
Host Ron Prescott Ph 3345 1429 
THIS IS ALSO VOTING DAY – Vote 
Early! 

 9th Manly Bay sail to Green Island.  
Host T.B.A. 

 16th and 17th Matthew Flinders 
week-end Coochiemudlo Host Ian 
Kirk. 

 30th Messabout Planning Meeting 

 9th CARRINGTON CLASSIC Horace 
Window Reserve. River run from St 
Lucia. Details: 
secretary@carringtonboating.club 
 

AUGUST  1st to 5th North Curridgee Camp 
Host Darrell Spiers 

 19th to 21st Caloundra week-end 
Host Ron Prescott 

 6th Point Talburpin Sailors’ Fun Day. 
 19-21st BIA Brisbane Boat Show – 

Convention Building – we are 
exhibiting 

SEPTEMBER  4th to 9th Yamba week. Host Darrell 
Spiers   

BOOK YOUR ACCOMODATION ASAP 
 
DATES FOR PT TALBURPIN SAILORS’ 
FUN DAYS IN 2016 

 6AUG    HT1.92 @ 11.42 

 5 NOV    HT2.13 @ 12.42 
Mark your diary 

Other Dates of interest for events 
 July 9th and 10th Wentworth Rally. 

Machinery, Paddle Steamers, Steamboats, 
Cruisers and Putt Putts. Great weekend on 
the Murray and Darling rivers. Call Di Boyd 
on (03)5027 3393  

 October 23rd Davistown Putt Putt Regatta 
 Also don’t forget the QCYC Gaffers 

Regatta (Qld) June Queens B’Day 
weekend on Moreton Bay 

OCTOBER   Tweed Classic Regatta 
 

 

 

MESSABOUT PLANNING MEETING 

30th JULY 09:30 

At Museum – all welcome  

BYO Smoko 

mailto:secretary@carringtonboating.club
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 COMING EVENT DETAILS 
                      Mark your calendar now 

DAY PADDLE ENOGGERA RESERVE 2nd JULY 10am onward   Host: Ron Prescott 3345 1429 
(NOTE: Later start to enable you to vote!) 
Enoggera Reservoir is set in the beautiful Brisbane Forest Park Located off Waterworks Road. Look for 
the Walkabout Creek entrance. Access to the water is a short walk down a track so you will have to 
carry or wheel your boat or canoe a 100 yds or so. There is a nice grassy bank on which to picnic and 
the waterway provides a most pleasant place although not large. It should be a good family laid-back 
picnic sort of day. Swimming is permitted if you’re tough! 

LAKE McDONALD, COOROY CAMP 24th, 25th, 26th JULY   Host Phil Brown 0416 057 277 
Venue is located at the Camp Cooroora Scout Camp, Lake McDonald is a small lake, suitable for sailing, 
rowing and paddling. No motors (except electric) as the lake is part of the SE water network. No 
swimming or overnighting on boats. Permit required for fishing. 
Directions to Camp Cooroora Scout Camp. Head north to Cooroy, take Cooroy- Noosa Road. Turn left 
into Sivyers Road immediately after crossing Six Mile Creek. Follow signs to Scout Camp or Fish 
Hatchery. All well signed. 

AUSTRALIAN WOODEN BOAT FESTIVAL 10-13 February 2017 Hobart – You should think about 
booking accommodation URGENTLY! 
 
 
BOAT STOLEN  120 year old boat was stolen from Rose Bay NSW in April & could be in Qld. Details & photo are in 
AFLOAT MAG page 80 lower LH under Lost Found & Pinched Family is devastated. Reward offered 

Just a reminder that AFLOAT MAGAZINE is available FREE on line each month with 80 pages of great 
boating Information. This month (June) includes an article on the Wooden Boat Festival; LED causing 
radio interference; NSW Northern River Ships to name a few. 
http://magazine.afloat.com.au/?iid=142189#folio=1 
 
The Norman R Wright Story – Continued from page 8 
This was Norman R’s introduction to boating. He served apprenticeship at Werretts Boatyard. In 1906 
he was building and racing 10ft skiff “Commonwealth” and later 22ft skiff “Gladys 1”that carried 4000 
sq ft “cloud” of sail. In 1908 he borrowed 300 pounds to set up the yard near Newstead House where 
the Business remained until 1938. Commissions included “Ellen” a river ferry and many 18ft skiffs. The 
1920’s were boom times but the depression struck in the 1930’s & times were tough. By this time Bill’s 
father Ron and uncle, Norm, were involved in the business. In 1936 they moved to Quay St Bulimba.  
During WWll they made tender boats for the Pacific Command and “spy boats” – Asian copies for 
stealth work in the Pacific as well as work on US PT boats. After the war the business still prospered 
with construction of cold-moulded surf boats as well as major commissions. Bob Miller (aka Ben Lexon) 
worked at the yard in the 60’s. Bill’s father had a car accident and the 70’s were difficult with 
competition from fibreglass boats and overseas imports. Bill (3rd Gen) was apprenticed at this time. 
In 1989 the yard moved to Byran St on space brought from the infamous Christopher Skase but will 
move again this year to Rivergate as the Bulimba area is being developed for high-rise.  
The transition was made into composites, avoiding the mass-market supplying only top-end boats. 
The Business has built all Brisbane’s Pilot boats since 1916 and all of the City Cats from No. 8 to    
21. The original boats built by them over the years still come back for restoration. Whilst adopting new 
technology, you can tell that the family‘s love is for wooden boats. They continue to race and have 
many Bris-Gladstone races (and wins) under their belt.  A great story of a great local company! 
 

 

http://magazine.afloat.com.au/?iid=142189#folio=1
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WBAQ MARKETPLACE 
Members - advertise for free here for 3 months! Boats, tools,  accessories etc 

WBA Qld accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of the information provided by the vendor, nor can it act as an 
agent in relation to any item listed. It remains the responsibility of the vendor and the buyer to verify the accuracy 

of information posted and to agree on the details of sale 
 7’ Dinghy, D4 design (similar to Sabot). Set up to motor or row (oars 

included).  Would easily convert to sail. Can be carried on roof racks. Extras 
included. $250 

 2.5hp Tohatsu Outboard motor. 2 stroke. gearbox type (neutral/forward). 

Approximately 10 hours on motor.  Comes in custom made carry box. 
 Less than half new price.  $450 

 Tohatsu Fuel Tank.  25 Litre. Unused.  $25 
 Timber 10 x 11ft lengths of VJ Hoop Pine. 

 Well seasoned. $20 

Contact Alan Bates (0402 891 113) 

These young fellows have now 
grown up- Boat now for sale 

 

 
 FOR SALE – SELWAY FISHER  12’6” Motor canoe.  Marine ply and 

fibreglassed.  Very stable can take 2 adults.  Motor, Paddle or Sail rig.  Could 
cartop. 

 Motor canoe $900 

 Trailer with brand new spare wheel $600 

 New sail and rig $200 

 Motor 3.5.  2 stroke  Tohatsu  $200 
Will sell items separately all in very good condition Ron Prescott 3345 1429  

ROPE. Available to members at cost. 6mm - .40c; 8mm- 80c; 10mm-$1 per metre. Suitable for rigging 
or general used. Order before the meeting by phoning Phil Brown or email 
brownshouse@ozemail.com.au 

60 Y.O HARTLEY POWER BOAT and Trailer. Some rot in deck but hull looks OK . 1973 50HP elect start Johnson 

in good order. Boat is free but negotiable for motor and trailer Ph Pedro Coffey 04278 751 507 
Located Caloundra. 

Boatcraft Pacific 
(Advertisement) 

The best source for all your boat building materials. 
• Bote-Cote marine coating resins. 2:1 Amine blush free optimised for Australian conditions  
• Epox-E-Glue A pre gelled 1:1 epoxy glue.  
• Purbond Single pack waterproof adhesive ideal for strip planking and joinery.  
• Aquacote Water based high build epoxy primer and water based 2 pack polyurethane top coat.  Very high 
performance two pack paints without the fumes and health worries.  
• Cop-R-Bote antifouling. copper metal permanent antifoul that really works.  
• Fibreglass Woven and knitted reinforcements, the widest range of weights and constructions. 
• Timber and Plywood. Marine plywood and long length clear hoop pine, WRC and Kiri. 
•  Silicone Bronze and Copper fastenings. The largest range in Australia.  
• Davey traditional bronze ship and boat fittings.  Plans. We can supply a wide range of boat plans. Come and 
browse our catalogues. Save money with our material packages. 
46 Chetwynd St Loganholm, Qld 4129 Ph 3806 1944 Fax 3209 7711 

Be sure to tell us you are a WBAQ Member to receive a 7.5% discount from Trade price 

BoatCraft Pacific (Sunshine Coast)(Advertisement) 

Sunshine Coast boatbuilders ! 
BoatCraft products now available ex stock from our Noosaville location 

Bote-Cote Epoxy – Epoxy Glue - Purbond – Aquacote – Fibreglass – Timber – Marine plywood 
Shed 3, 7 Bartlett St, Noosaville 4566Tel 0405 385 194   (call to check opening times) 

 

mailto:brownshouse@ozemail.com.au

