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The planning stage of a cruise is often just as enjoyable as the voyage itself,
letting one’s imagination loose on all kinds of possibilities. Yet translating
dreams into reality means a lot of practical questions have to be answered.

– Jimmy Cornell

This is the current Header photo of THE LOG (uncropped).
It is Rick Sutton’s Navigator sailing in the setting sun on Wivenhoe.

Photo by Ian Primrose
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Wooden Boat Assn Qld
Committee

Regular Meetings and Activities

 President Jon Elcock 0413 945 377
 Vice-President Mark Fort 0404 537

017
 Secretary Phil Brown 0416 057 277
 Treasurer Ed Elcock 0437 081 569
 Webmaster John Tennock

webmaster@woodenboat.org.au
 QMMA Rep. Mark Fort
 Committee Ron Prescott, Ian Trail,

Doug Graham, Ian Primrose
 Events sub-committee –Phil Brown,

Geoff Williams, Malcolm Hodgen
 Librarian – Mac Finch

Meetings are held at 7.00 pm on the second
Tuesday of the month (except January) at the
Queensland Maritime Museum, following a BBQ
at 6.00pm. Bring along your plans, projects and
problems for group attention.  Don’t forget
something for SHOW, TELL & ASK. The
Committee meeting is held at Queensland
Maritime Museum at 4:00 pm prior to the BBQ
meeting. Workshop Working Bees are on hold
until further notice.  Entry to the Museum for
meetings and workshop days is off Dock Street,
via the emergency vehicle gate between the
cycle path and the old timber Dock building. Use
intercom for entry.
Messabouts are held monthly. For details of
these and other wooden boat events, refer to
the calendar of events later in this newsletter

Sub-Committees Editor’s Note
Messabout Calendar
Ron Prescott 3345 1429
info@woodenboat.org.au
St Ayles Skiff Sub-committee
Steven Ainscough- Leader
communityrowingqld@gmail.com
Provedores Ian Trail & Mac Finch

Your contributions to the LOG are sought and
welcomed. Articles in MS word with JPEG photos
are the preferred format. Email if possible.
The Log is generally finalised the day after the
monthly meeting.Editor Ian Primrose Ph 3263
3381 m 0491 120 888 Contributions to:

imprimrose@powerup.com.au

WBAQ Disclaimer
Opinions and Advice: Opinions and advice expressed in “The Log” and the Association’s meetings are those of the
individual originator’s only.  The Editor and the Association’s Committee do not necessarily endorse views expressed at
such forums.
Participation in Events: Participation in events organised by the Association may involve certain risks inherently
associated with the perils of the sea or weather which include the possibility of damage to, or loss of, vessels and
equipment, as well as injury or death to persons.  Such risks will require the exercise of the prior judgment of members on
behalf of themselves, their guests and invitees, whether to commence or continue any particular activity irrespective of
information supplied by the Association, its Committee or officers. The Association, its Committee and officers accept no
responsibility for damage, loss, injury or death arising from these risks.
Contributions to "The Log": Contributions to "The Log" by members of the Association on relevant topics are most
welcome. Contributions may be edited before publication at the Editor's discretion.  By submitting any material for
publication the Contributor warrants that he/she is the copyright owner, and consents to both the editing of the material and
its publication in 'The Log' and on the Association's website, on a royalty free basis
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You may recall from the last log I was looking
for information on “yet another boat” that I
now own. The chap I bought from has found
the original plans.

It’s an “Albatross” by Cecile E Boden &
Associates, naval architects, the date on the
plans is Aug 1966, and I don’t know if that was
when it was built or just the date when Cecile
E Boden drew the plans.

It was built by a cabinet maker, a combination
of ply on frames and cold moulded ply up
front to get the flair on the bows.  He never
fully completed it, so never used it and
eventually sold it.  The next owner finished it
off.  He only had one leg, so his wife would
load him into the boat at home and drive him
in the boat down to the boat ramp, not a
great distance.  She would launch and recover
the boat by herself, and drive him back home
still in the boat.

Sadly he passed away and the boat sat in a
shed for some six years before it was sold to
the chap from whom I bought it.

Now we all very much appreciate the support
given by our wives and sweethearts, so if any
of our good ladies are reading this, please
don’t feel under pressure.

All we want is for you to come along to our
events or mess-abouts and enjoy yourselves
and I look forward to seeing you at Caloundra.
Stay safe, Jon

In the section on Birdsmouth Mast Build in the
July LOG , Peter Jensen gave us three
websites. The last one was incorrectly
transcribed by me. It should read:
http://duckworksmagazine.com/06/howto/bi
rdsmouth/index.htm
You may need to copy and paste this address
into your search engine. Apologies!

A hearty Welcome to:
Harry Beauchamp, of Jamboree Heights –
Harry does not yet have a wooden boat, but
had a copy of our latest brochure and
expressed an interest in the sailing boat
shown on the last page (which was built by
WBAQ member Ross O’Brien).  Harry found us
by an internet search.

Darrell Spiers is building a 10’ Wes Farmer
design that he is strip-planking from his old
Oregon verandah posts. He intends to put an
air-cooled 50 cc 2 stroke motor in it on
completion of hull. NEW!
Chris Reid is building a 4’6” paddleboard for
his daughter. NEW!
Mark Fort is building a lapstrake Oughtred
Californian Yawl and he is up to the 6th plank.
NEW!
Tony Harland is restoring 16’ Putt-Putt clinker
launch “Evelyn”. Motor is now in
Chris Treloar: Jim Michalak design
Brass keel rubbing strip added. Slow, but
progressing
Allan Tomley: 8.3 metre folding & trailerable
catamaran. Hatches now made – work
continues on this massive project.
Also Reno-ing a Hartley while waiting for glue
to dry.
David Thierens is building a classic Riviera
cold moulded construction and has just
turned it after working on it for 7 years.

Not aware of any launchings this month

Geoff Taylor has been teaching this process
with materials donated by Boatcraft over
three meeting nights and 8 members have
“graduated”. (more good news next page)

MEMBERS’ PROJECTS

LAUNCHINGS
Congratulations to:

FROM THE CAPTAIN’S CABIN
Jon Elcock, President

Errata:  JULY LOG

NEW MEMBERS

STITCH & GLUE WORKSHOP
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BUT THERE IS MORE! Geoff will continue
with Undercoating in September and applying
Botecote top coat finish in October. So, if you
want to learn how to get a first-class finish on
your boat –come along at 5.15 on meeting
night at the Museum workshop.

REPORTS.

Nothing much to report, unfortunately. Some
said it was just a cold but I reckon it was a
severe case of man-flu. Whatever it was, I was
out of action. In addition, the forecast was for
20kn winds from the south /south-east and I
have been trapped before on Coochie and
have not been able to get off the beach in
those conditions.
Those conditions also put off the intrepid
McLeay Island boys who are known to sail in
almost any conditions.
We were represented however by Bruce
Wollstein (he lives on the island), who
launched in relatively mild conditions at 8 am
but, being un-reefed, found himself powering
at a great rate of knots into Norfolk Beach at
10am.
We hear the show went off well – even
without us.

The camp cruise based at North Curragee
attracted 6 members with their boats and
several day-trippers as well. Phil Brown &
Bruce Wollstein made the epic journey down
from Victoria Point. We had the camp ground
to ourselves except for one other fellow on
the first day. The weather was very kind to us
being not too cold and brilliant sailing
conditions each day.
The Broadwater was very quiet with very little
boat traffic during the week which makes it

enjoyable – unlike weekends when all the
stink-boats are out on parade.
We cruised between Curren Cove Resort to
the north and Southport in the south with
lunch stops at Wavebreak Island, Paradise
Point and Charis Seafood at Labrador.
With clean, clear water and white sand to play
in, it was a very pleasant week.

What a wonderful day! We set out at 9am
from the Manly boat ramps where there was
plenty of parking. There was a small fleet of 7
craft – three of which came from Caloundra.
The sky was clear blue, the temperature just
perfect and a gentle breeze made it possible
to complete most of the voyage under sail,
except on the North East side of Green Island.
Being a gentle breeze, sailing was very
relaxing with the sound of water slapping on
the side of the boat. We sailed to St Helena,
passing around the eastern side of Green Is
for lunch at picnic tables under the trees. Such
a relaxed atmosphere, shared with good
company. Phil Brown was somewhat
perplexed by the sighting of a 3 finned fish.
Subsequent research put the odds on it being
a 1.2m grey nurse shark!
On the return journey 3 boats sailed over to
Green Island to get a better run back to the
boat ramp. Alas, it just made the journey a
little longer. What an inconvenience to have
to spend more time on the water on such a
beautiful day!
We arrived back at the ramp approximately 3
pm. I do believe there was a general feeling of
satisfaction amongst the group.

It was a Bring and Buy night and a lot of
junk –oops, I mean rather good useful stuff
exchanged hands for a very nominal cost. One
man’s junk is another man’s treasure.
I imagine a lot of stuff was smuggled into
sheds under the cover of darkness!

GREEN ISLAND AND BAY TRIP
By Kim Pollock

FLINDERS DAY
COOCHIEMUDLO

Ian Primrose

GOLD COAST BROADWATER
CRUISE 27-31 JULY

By Darrell Spiers

WHAT HAPPENNED AT THE
LAST MEETING
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GIVE AWAYS
From time to time we are offered free boats
to a good home. To be fair to all members and
to give everyone an equal chance, should you
desire to pick up one of these you should set
out your “Bid” in a written letter/ email (25
words more-or-less) to the secretary stating
your intention for restoration or use.
Applications will be considered by the
Committee. Preference will be given to
boatless members or boat-deprived persons
(i.e someone with only a few boats). This
could be a way of getting members onto the
water expediently and hopefully, cheaply.
Contact Phil Brown Ph 0416 057 277 or  07
3820 8082 brownshouse@ozemail.com.au

Give away No. 1 From a former member
Scott Weyre a  9’ Hartley
He has plans, full size patterns, mast, rudder,
a set of sails and a centre board for a Hartley
“Trio 9”.  The story is it was left out side, boat
rotten and this is what is left, it’s a giveaway.
Located at Kilcoy

Give-away No. 2

Heron circa 1974 – all the bits are there,
frame is solid but it needs work to refix or
replace the ply sides. Sails included. Boat on
galvanised trailer. This is a project easily
handled by a novice builder.

Give-away No. 3
12’ x 4’ diagonal planked dingy. Varnished and
ready to go. Can take a 4hp motor (not
included, of course).No trailer and a bit heavy
to cartop, but a real beauty. Contact Steve
Ainscough direct for this one.
ainscough.steven@gmail.com
Ph 07 3812 4085 A/H

Webwatch this month comes from Jon
Elcock
“The Rules - What the authorities say
should be the guiding principles of boat
design”
http://home.clara.net/gmatkin/therules.htm
All sorts of practical, good advice about all
sorts of boats and a little wisdom as well.
Extract on boat building below:
“Murphy's law for boatbuilders is that you
won't find your mistake until the glue has
set”, and
“Welsford’s law for boatbuilders is that
the mistake that can't be fixed with lots of
epoxy and fibreglass hasn't been born
yet”.

Our friend, designer and boat-builder, Ross
Lillistone has given us permission to publish
this article from his Blog and it raises the
question and gives thought as to where to
put the floatation in a wooden sailing boat.
Ross writes…..
FIRST MATE CAPSIZE TEST
As I have mentioned on several occasions,
First Mate is one of my favourite designs. For
those who don't already know, she was
designed to be a stitch-and-glue version of

THE QUESTION OF
FLOATATION

A little old man of the sea
Went out in a boat for a sail,
The water came in
Almost up to his chin
And he had nothing with which to bail.

But this little old man of the sea
Just drew out his jackknife so stout,
And a hole with its blade
In the bottom he made,
So that all of the water ran out.

-Unknown

GIVE-AWAY BOATS WEBWATCH
Go boating without getting wet!
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Phoenix III in functional terms, with an
internal layout, rigs, centreboard, mast, and
rudder all virtually identical to those on the
glued-lapstrake boat.
Each of these boats share a selection of rig
options, and both use the same emergency
floatation arrangement, which is a
combination of a large buoyancy tank under
the foredeck, and a corresponding buoyancy
tank under the aft deck and stern sheets (i.e.
aft seat).
Many people have asked me why I don't have
side seating incorporating side buoyancy
tanks. Well, the answer comes in two parts.
Firstly, side-seating which is fixed is a real
thief when it comes to space. When cruising
in small sailing craft, my favourite seating
position is down on the bottom (on
floorboards if you like) with my upper back
supported by the side-deck carlines, or the
hull topside planking if side-decks aren't part
of a design.
This seating location is comfortable, and is
particularly effective for human ballast
positioning when the boat starts to heel. In a
racing boat, where comfort is a secondary
consideration, hiking-out on the side-decks is
effective. But it is tiring and uncomfortable.
For cruising, where the boat has to be sailed
for longer periods and in difficult conditions,
the comfort and protection afforded by sitting
in the weather bilge is more seaman-like, and
safer. Not only that, but as the boat heels,
human ballast in the weather bilge becomes
more effective, while human ballast on the
side deck becomes less effective.
Getting back to the original discussion, fixed
side-tanks rob you of the best space in the
boat, but they do prevent much water coming
aboard in a capsize. The problem is that the
side-tanks mean that a capsized boat floats so
much higher, that the mast points downwards
towards the surface of the water significantly,
and it is easy for the mast to submerge
completely. The boat will then turn-turtle.
This is a really serious problem! Unless they
are provided with very significant foam
floatation, alloy and carbon-fiber masts try

very hard to turn themselves into keels at the
first opportunity!
I do make provision for removable side
seating for those who want it, and my design
allows the seat to be removed completely, or
moved into the centre of the boat to form a
servicable sleeping platform raised above the
bilge water.
This seating/bunk-flat arrangement only
works because of being incorporated with the
generous stern-sheets and the main thwart.

So, I keep being asked to design-in side-
tanks/seating in cruising dinghies, and in
cruising dinghies I refuse to oblige (I do put
side tanks in several powerboats though,
because they don't have the option of using
buoyant wooden spars as makeshift outrigger
floats).
Apart from the space issue, I want a capsized
sailing dinghy to float a little deep while on
her side, as it means that the mast, sails, and
(if they are present) yard/sprit/gaff float fairly
flat on the surface of the water. Getting at the
rig is simple while swimming, and it is easier
to reach up to the centreboard when it comes
time to pull the boat upright. Once upright, it
is quite practical to sit inside the partially
flooded hull to set things right, and do some
bailing - after all you probably won't have
been in a race.

Gerry Lavoie built a First Mate and he has
used her a lot, it seems. One of the pleasing
things I note from Gerry's emails is that he has
found that she is very effective when being
used under oars - something I aimed at with
the design of both Phoenix III and First Mate.
If there is much wind blowing, always try to
swim the bow of the capsized boat around
into the wind before righting - otherwise you
may lose control and find yourself in another
capsize situation.
Plenty of photos and this article (and whole
lot more) can be found on Ross’s Blog at
http://rosslillistonewoodenboat.blogspot.com.au/
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Ross Lillistone-designed “First Mate” under sail

The rule of thumb for outboards dropped in
seawater is to render first aid immediately,
because corrosion sets in within three hours.
If you fear that sand may have been drawn
into the cylinder, or if you can hear grating
and grinding when you turn the flywheel, you
must either disassemble the engine or call for
expert help after thoroughly hosing
everything down with fresh water

Otherwise, proceed as follows:
1. Rinse all salt water away with fresh

water. Do .not be scared to douse
everything, including the electrics.

2. Remove and dry the spark plugs.
3. Remove, clean, and dry the

carburetor.
4. With the spark plug holes facing

downward to drain, turn the engine
over several times.

5. Squirt light oil into the cylinders.
6. Replace the carburetor and plugs.
7. Start the engine.

If it doesn’t start straight away, remove the
plugs, dry remaining moisture, and try again.
Inspect the carburetor once more for water.
Keep trying to start it. Be persistent.
When it runs, let it get good and warm to dry
out — and give yourself a well-deserved pat
on the back.
If the beast simply refuses to start, try to keep
it submerged in fresh water until you can find
more skilled help.

EAST GIPSLAND (Vic) WBA DISBANDS
The reason for the meeting was that time, age
and changing circumstances for many of the
EGWBA members has meant that there has
been considerable difficulty in carrying on a
regular program of meetings and events.
After careful consideration it was felt the time
had come to call a final meeting to disband
the group.

This is a problem facing many service and
social organisations who are unable to attract
younger members when their older members
are declining in numbers and participation
due to health.

OUTBOARD IN THE WATER?
From John Vigor’s Blog

NEWS
East Gipsland WBA Closes

REFELECTIONS: From the Web; Artwork on
building on the River Sesupe in Lithuania

SHED VISITS
It is always interesting to see
what other blokes are up to -
Building a boat or just looking at
their boat collection.
We need members to volunteer
their “shed” for us to visit and
see what they are up to.
Constructive advice given freely!
Contact the Committee
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2015 CALENDAR OF MESSABOUTS & EVENTS
One day, weekend and week-long Messabouts and big events in 2015

NOTE:  Due to the wide range of boat sizes and types, and relative seaworthiness, it always remains the Skipper’s decision whether to
participate or not. Aim to launch & depart from ramps by 0900 hrs unless otherwise advised.  All week long events have a “Plan B” to be
Wivenhoe Dam or Atkinson’s Dam. For last minute information contact the nominated organiser (listed below) or  a Messabout Committee
member: Ron Prescott: 0432 181 174;
Phil Brown: 3820 8082

MONTH MESSABOUT EVENTS
AUGUST  15th at 10 am MESSABOUT PLANNING

MEETING at Museum All Welcome
 21st, 22nd, 23 CALOUNDRA MESSABOUT

Host Ron Prescott

SEPTEMBER  14th – 18th Inclusive YAMBA / CLARENCE
RIVER   Host Darrell Spiers

OCTOBER 26th – 30th Inclusive
Lake Cootharaba Week. Go to Noosa classic
and stay on at Cootharaba for another great
week. More details to come

24th NOOSA CLASSIC REGATTA
Registration form at
http://form.jotform.co/form/22982909126865

31st Oct Point Talburpin Sailing fun day
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER

COMING EVENT DETAILS
Mark your calendar now

NOT TO BE MISSED CALOUNDRA WEEK-END  MESSABOUT FRIDAY 21ST –
23RD AUGUST
FRIDAY 21ST AUGUST:
Meet and  Greet Power Boat Club 5 – 6.p.m. Meals  available.
Saturday 22nd:
9.00.a.m. Briefing on beach Power Boat Club ramp Sail to Lighthouse reach for morning
tea Return to Golden Beach for lunch
2.30.p.m. Russell Lanegan novelty race.
6.00.p.m. PELICAN WATERS TAVERN for evening meal.
SUNDAY 23rd AUGUST:
Sail to the Blue Hole for morning tea then guided tour by locals to approach to Caloundra Bar.
Power Boats may like to do a tour of Pelican Waters canals prior to morning tea at the Blue Hole.
Presentation of awards on the beach.

I will need numbers of those attending the Power Boat Club on Friday night also Pelican Waters
Tavern on Saturday night as we have to advise the managements of both venues of numbers.
If not attending the August meeting please advise Ron on 3345 1429 by Saturday 15th August
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YAMBA / CLARENCE RIVER WEEK 14th -18th SEPTEMBER
It was suggested to stay at the BIG 4 Blue Dolphin Caravan park but it appears that this is quite
expensive. The thought now is to stay at Iluka across the River from Yamba. There is plenty of
accommodation in this area so search Clarence Tourism or Iluka accommodation. There are plenty
of people intending to go to this yet unexplored area so it should be a fun week.
Darrell Spiers Ph 3298 5394
NO TWEED CLASSIC THIS YEAR!!
Dear friends and boaties,
Usually by this time you are expecting your invitations to the Regatta. Unfortunately we won’t be
having the regatta this year. Due to the increase of attendance we can no longer have our simple
gathering, it is now necessary to satisfy local authorities  requirements (insurances, permits and so
on). The good news is we will have everything in place for next year’s Regatta and look forward to
seeing you all then.
all the best
The Committee
THIS SATURDAY>>>>MESSABOUT PLANNING MEETING – Saturday 15th August 10
am at the Maritime Museum . This meeting is to organize the events for the next 6
months. Bring your own smoko. All Welcome!

WBAQ MARKETPLACE
Members - advertise for free here for 3 months! Boats, tools,  accessories etc
WBA Qld accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of the information provided by the vendor, nor can it act
as an agent in relation to any item listed. It remains the responsibility of the vendor and the buyer to verify

the accuracy of information posted and to agree on the details of sale
For Sale – partly completed Ian Smith designed Whiting Skiff, 11’6”
overall long, glued lapstrake dinghy.  The boat is about 80% complete.
Centreboard case and gunwales have been fitted, some undercoating
done.  Not included (yet to be made) are the centreboard, rudder and
mast.  Contact Geoff Taylor, phone 07 3345 7506 for more information
and to arrange an inspection.  No photograph available but see adjacent
for a general idea of the boat.  Located Sunnybank Hills.  Asking $1,000.

RON’S ROPE. Available to members at cost. Three different thicknesses from 40c to $1 per metre.
Suitable for rigging or general used. Order before the meeting by phoning Ron on 3345 1429
I have just come across a TS 16 wreck (at Joyner- near North Pine Dam). It was last registered in 1986 and
has been sitting rotting away since then. This is definitely NOT a reno job!
The hull is a right-off but all the components are there and from a brief observation, these include:
Aluminium Mast and boom, Anchor, Good compass, Speed log, centre board, tracks and blocks, main & jib
(kept in shed - said to be in good condition when he last saw them,), Rudder cheeks and tiller (blade has
rotted), Fairleads, and usual fittings. Booker trailer with one of those V guide things (unreg of course)
Phone me and I will give you contact details. Negotiations for price (unknown) are up to you.
Ian Primrose 3263 3381 or email imprimrose@powerup.com.au
WANTED
Tom Weiss from the Gold Coast is restoring a Manly Junior. He is looking for a timber mast as well
as a boom and rig for this project  Ph 0435 430 054
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FOR SALE – THE ULTIMATE PORTABLE BOAT
Fliptail 6 Folding Dingy For Sale
Length: 1.8m  Weight: 17kg Material: wood and reinforced PVC
cloth See the design on web:
http://www.woodenwidget.com/fliptail.htm
Assembles in around 60 seconds. It was used only once on the
bay. Materials costed $800, but I will take any reasonable offer. If
not sold, it will finish in a raffle.  Alan Delac, 0418 884 655

FOR SALE
Character Bay boat with a long and interesting provenance.
Chiggl Chiggl is 7.9m x 3.9m cross-planked hoop pine; carvel
hoop pine topsides with 4mm ply and epoxy sheathing below
the waterline. Mast steps for ketch rig, 5hp Suzuki outboard,
anchor & chain and some other gear. Currently in mud-berth
at Weinam Creek, Redland Bay. Asking around $4,000
Matthew is looking for a suitable owner to add to the on-
going story of this unique boat. Matthew 02 6684 5152
evenings or Mob 0403 907 734

Boatcraft Pacific
(Advertisement)

The best source for all your boat building materials.
• Bote-Cote marine coating resins. 2:1 Amine blush free optimised for Australian conditions
• Epox-E-Glue A pre gelled 1:1 epoxy glue.
• Purbond Single pack waterproof adhesive ideal for strip planking and joinery.
• Aquacote Water based high build epoxy primer and water based 2 pack polyurethane top coat.  Very
high performance two pack paints without the fumes and health worries.
• Cop-R-Bote antifouling. copper metal permanent antifoul that really works.
• Fibreglass Woven and knitted reinforcements, the widest range of weights and constructions.
• Timber and Plywood. Marine plywood and long length clear hoop pine, WRC and Kiri.
•  Silicone Bronze and Copper fastenings. The largest range in Australia.
• Davey traditional bronze ship and boat fittings.  Plans. We can supply a wide range of boat plans. Come
and browse our catalogues. Save money with our material packages.
46 Chetwynd St Loganholm, Qld 4129 Ph 3806 1944 Fax 3209 7711
Be sure to tell us you are a WBAQ Member to receive a 7.5% discount from Trade price

BoatCraft Pacific (Sunshine Coast)
(Advertisement)

Sunshine Coast boatbuilders !
BoatCraft products now available ex stock from our Noosaville location

Bote-Cote Epoxy – Epoxy Glue - Purbond – Aquacote – Fibreglass – Timber – Marine plywood
Shed 3, 7 Bartlett St, Noosaville 4566

Tel 0405 385 194   (call to check opening times)


