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Regardless of type, every boat is a compromise of four basic factors: 
seaworthiness, comfort, performance, and cost. 

— Ted Brewer, Understanding Boat Design 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WIVENHOE – Rick Sutton’s Navigator ghosts on tranquil seas.  
David Hoffman returns at dusk from sailing.                                                                                                             

Photos by Ian Primrose 
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Wooden Boat Assn Qld 
Committee 

Regular Meetings and Activities 

 President   Jon Elcock 0413 945 377 

 Vice-President   Mark Fort  0404 537 
017 

 Secretary Phil Brown 0416 057 277 

 Treasurer  Ed Elcock 0437 081 569 

 Webmaster John Tennock  
      webmaster@woodenboat.org.au 

 QMMA Rep.   Mark Fort 

 Committee Ron Prescott, Ian Trail, 
Doug Graham, Ian Primrose 

 Events sub-committee –Phil Brown, 
Geoff Williams, Malcolm Hodgen 

 

Meetings are held at 7.00 pm on the second 

Tuesday of the month (except January) at the 
Queensland Maritime Museum, following a BBQ 

at 6.00pm. Bring along your plans, projects and 

problems for group attention.  Don’t forget 
something for SHOW, TELL & ASK. The 

Committee meeting is held at Queensland 
Maritime Museum at 4:00 pm prior to the BBQ 

meeting. Workshop Working Bees are on hold 
until further notice.  Entry to the Museum for 

meetings and workshop days is off Dock Street, 

via the emergency vehicle gate between the 
cycle path and the old timber Dock building. Use 

intercom for entry. 
Messabouts are held monthly. For details of 

these and other wooden boat events, refer to 

the calendar of events later in this newsletter 
 

Sub-Committees Editor’s Note 
Messabout Calendar  
Ron Prescott 3345 1429  

info@woodenboat.org.au 

St Ayles Skiff Sub-committee 
Steven Ainscough- Leader 

communityrowingqld@gmail.com 
Provedores  Ian Trail & Mac Finch 

 

Your contributions to the LOG are sought and 
welcomed. Articles in MS word with JPEG photos 

are the preferred format. Email if possible. 

The Log is generally finalised the day after the 
monthly meeting.Editor  Ian Primrose Ph 3263 

3381 m 0491 120 888 Contributions to: 
     imprimrose@powerup.com.au 

 

WBAQ Disclaimer 
 
Opinions and Advice: Opinions and advice expressed in “The Log” and the Association’s meetings are those of the 
individual originator’s only.  The Editor and the Association’s Committee do not necessarily endorse views expressed at 
such forums. 
Participation in Events: Participation in events organised by the Association may involve certain risks inherently 
associated with the perils of the sea or weather which include the possibility of damage to, or loss of, vessels and 
equipment, as well as injury or death to persons.  Such risks will require the exercise of the prior judgment of members on 
behalf of themselves, their guests and invitees, whether to commence or continue any particular activity irrespective of 
information supplied by the Association, its Committee or officers.  The Association, its Committee and officers accept no 
responsibility for damage, loss, injury or death arising from these risks. 
Contributions to "The Log": Contributions to "The Log" by members of the Association on relevant topics are most 
welcome.  Contributions may be edited before publication at the Editor's discretion.  By submitting any material for 
publication the Contributor warrants that he/she is the copyright owner, and consents to both the editing of the material and 
its publication in 'The Log' and on the Association's website, on a royalty free basis 
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I was musing just the other day on how 
quickly life can go from “this is just great” to 
“Oh bother”. 
 We had just picked up yet another boat, 
(more about that later). You see this one will 
be more comfortable to sleep on overnight 
particular when we do “Trails Trails” and the 
minister took a short step over a small garden 
bed, and bang, down she went. Broken ankle 
and a smashed wrist. In hospital for a month 
and two operations. As a result there were a 
number of messabouts I did not attend this 
month, so I will look forward to reports from 
those who did. 
On another matter, I was attending a meeting 
of commercial boat operators and the guest 
speaker was giving a talk an “LIFE CELL” a 
container that carries all your safety gear, 
flare, V sheet, EPIRB and the like. You can 
read his story by following the link below. The 
main point was, sailing along 10 kms off shore 
and the boat sinks in under a minute. He 
barely had time to grab his life jackets and 
EPIRB. One moment life was great and the 
next the four of them could have lost it. It 
doesn’t matter what size boat you are in, have 
a think where your safety gear is stored, do 
you have to go past your safety gear to get off 
or do have to go back into the boat to get it, 
you just don’t know when life is going to go 
from good to bad. 
Stay Safe 
  http://lifecellmarine.com.au/about/ 

 
 
 
A hearty Welcome to:  
Bruce Rickeard of Noosaville- Bruce does not 
yet own a wooden boat. 
Ken Luxford, of Meadowbrook –  Ken has 
built a Dudley Dix designed Argie10 (with 
modifications).  The boat is affectionately 
named “Toads Folly”.  She was started in 2014 
and launched in 2015, and is currently using a 
3.6hp Vortex while Ken builds a mast and 

spars for the sailing rig.  Ken found us as the 

result of an internet search. 
Ken and his boat 

 
 
 
Tony Harland is restoring 16’ Putt-Putt clinker 
launch “Evelyn”. 
Chris Treloar: Jim Michalak design  
Brass keel rubbing strip added. Slow, but 
progressing 
Allan Tomley: 8.3 metre folding & trailerable 
catamaran. Hatches now made – work 
continues on this massive project. 
Also Reno-ing a Hartley while waiting for glue 
to dry. 
David Thierens is building a classic Riviera 
cold moulded construction and has just 

turned it after working on it for 7 years.  

 
 
 
 

Geoff Williams launched his 14’ Selway 
Fisher stitch & glue dingy at the Wivenhoe 
Messabout. It rows well, is very stable and it 
can be car-topped. Geoff is waiting for his 
sails to be made. It’s a good versatile  all-
rounder design with few compromises. 

 
Geoff rowing on Wivenhoe 

 
 

MEMBERS’ PROJECTS 

LAUNCHINGS 
Congratulations to: 

NEW MEMBERS  

FROM THE CAPTAIN’S CABIN 
Jon Elcock, President 

 

http://lifecellmarine.com.au/about/
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Chris Reid has built a skin on frame 

kayak. The design is “Curlew” a 15 foot 
single seater from Kudzu craft. The plans 
came for the book “Fuselage Frame 
Boats” by Jeff Horton 

 

REPORTS. 
 
 
Friday afternoon saw 11 people trickle in and 
establish their dwellings ranging from a flash 
caravan to a humble hiking tent and 
everything in between. 
The forecast was for “showers” but by 
nightfall, it started to bucket down. The 
facilities at the Scout Camp were really 
appreciated as it would have been unpleasant 
without the use of the hall. We had a very 
sociable evening with lots of laughs. 
All through the night there were huge 
downfalls and by daybreak it was not looking 
too good for the Saturday trip on the river. 
Boats that were left upright were half full of 
water.  
However, by 9am it started to break and 
reports from people coming up from Brisbane 
indicated the rain was clearing. So after 
bailing out boats, we were on the river by 10 
am and we headed down-river with the 
dropping tide. There were 9 boats ranging 
from Paul McShea’s Flint (with Paul Hernes on 
board) under motor to Phil Brown’s tiny Joey 
and Kim’s surf kayak. After about 5km we 
turned around but had to battle the full run-
out tide on the way back. Those using muscle-
power felt the effects. There were a few more 
arrivals and departures but much camaraderie 
in the hall that night but the weather was 
better. 

Sunday saw 8 boats depart upstream at 9 am, 
stopping at 10:30 for smoko at North Branch. 
Although there were some light showers, it 
was not too bad but we arrived back at base 
camp at midday. 
Despite the weather, it was a great, friendly 
weekend 
REPORT 2 -Phil Brown writes.. 
Friday afternoon, after a wet drive up we 
were able to set up camp in relatively fine 
conditions. Thank heavens for Custom orb, 
windows and walls. Social discourse, over and 
after dinner, was very pleasant and relaxed, in 
the confines of the hall, pleasant company 
indeed. We had eleven people stay overnight. 
Saturday morning, after a very showery night, 
we gathered again in the hall (dry) for 
breakfast. (Weather looking foul). One couple, 
expecting company for a river trip, thought 
the weather not suitable, and on contacting 
their friends, found the weather worse down 
south and the friends not coming. They 
decided to strike camp and return to home 
comforts. The rest of us muddled around over 
a slow breakfast, expecting to have an easy 
book reading day in camp. The weather still 
threatened so another camper struck his tent, 
considering an early return home. 
While this was going on, two members from 
the sunshine coast arrived with a boat, and 
another couple from Brisbane arrived with 
their boat. 
The short story, we got on the water a bit 
later than normal, and headed down stream, 
7 boats. The flotilla stretched out a little, one 
rower reached limit and was happy to return 
singularly to camp. Further downstream, 
some gathered together, deciding to go on or 
go back. We now had our first and only 
shower of rain for the day. Three turned back, 
one elected to go another kilometre or so to 
see if others could be sighted. No sighting, 
turned back, was caught up to by another 
motor boat, and waited for a paddler. 
Returning to camp area we were met by 
another paddler who had arrived at camp 
with partner. 
The day visitors left, and again we had eleven 
folk stay overnight. Again the hall was very 

DUNETHIN ROCK 
11-13th June 2015 



 

 

JULY 2015 

 

P a g e  | 5 

welcoming, pleasant company and 
conversation. 
Sunday morning, better weather, headed 
upstream, seven boats again, into Maroochy 
North branch and up to a “smoko” spot. While 
enjoying morning tea, another shower of rain, 
short lived, and the only one for the day. 
Return trip to Lake Dunethin was pleasant and 
uneventful. Camp was packed up and we all 
headed for home. 
I believe Dunethin Rock Camp was another 
success. ((:-)  

 
 
 
 

Monday was setup and launching day for the 
majority of those who attended the five day 
camp.  A few members had arrived in the 
previous days. The weather looked promising 
for the week with showers predicted to the 
south and along the coast. Winds were 
forecast to be light increasing to about 10 
knots on the Thursday. 
Tuesday we awoke to a beautiful misty 
morning. Light winds with overcast conditions 
saw most of us looking at other boats and 
pinching ideas. No good sailing but a stunning 
sunset finished the day. 
Wednesday provided very little wind in the 
morning with light and variable winds late 
morning and in the afternoon. Sailing was 
extremely relaxing. 
On Thursday a group of five boats decided to 
sail to Hamon Cove. Lunches were packed and 
we set off optimistically with virtually no 
wind. There were a few tantalising puffs 
showing on the water with skippers trying to 
get to a puff and staying with it. In the end, a 
lack of wind made us realise that we were not 

going to get to Hamon Cove. We all turned 
and drifted back to Captain Logan. 
Friday was the last day with the majority 
packing tents and retrieving boats. Bill, Linda, 
Helen and I decided to pull out on Saturday. 
As there was some wind we decided to try for 
Hamon Cove again. On the way there, Bill's 
boat hit a shallow bank and damaged the 
rudder and I had a very close shave with a 
fence post. Again we turned back to Captain 
Logan. On the way back, the wind increased 
to about 10-12 kts which made for some 
spirited sailing on Sea Lark back to Captain 
Logan. 
As Saturday was out last day, the remaining 
participants packed up camping gear and 
relocated our vehicles and trailers to Logan 
Inlet. As our boat were still at Captain Logan 
camp, Helen and I walked back to be greeted 
by an increasing breeze. We decided to take 
advantage of the breeze and had the best sail 
of the week before retrieving Sea Lark. 
We had a total of thirteen boats of all shapes 
and sizes attend with nineteen members and 
partners participating in the camp. Not all 
were there for the five days. This camp allows 
members the opportunity to participate for 
the whole five days or for as many days as 
they desire. 
Nibbles and drinks while watching the sun set 
over the water or by a fire was an enjoyable 
social part of the camp. Thanks to Geoff and 
Ron for sharing their fire and Bill and Linda for 
the sunsets. 
The dam is currently 99% full and the whole 
camp area was very green for this time of 
year. With the dam at capacity, the water was 
right at the campsites and most picturesque. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Our members put their boats on display at 
the Carrington Boat Club open day on the 11th 
June. There were 17 boats visitors to view and 
those who attended reported a great day with 
the friendly members of the Club 
  

WIVENHOE CAMP WEEK 
22-26th June 

Story- Jim Jones 

 

WBAQ ON DISPLAY 
Carrington Rocks Boat Club 

11th June 
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This month 2 sites from Jim Jones 
http://stancraftboats.com/collection 
http://www.totalboatshow.com/wordpre
ss/2015/06/12/stancraft-boats-passion-
for-the-past/ 
 
 
 
 
 
This is the story of how the Macleay Island 
pirates gained an Oughtred boat from the 
Caloundra boys- aka “the Mainlanders”. 
A couple of hearty lads by the name of 
Captain Kirk and Ivan-the-Boots had managed 
to gain information on a boat by the name of 
Kathleen Rose - an Oughtred Tammie Norrie. 
She should be gotten whether by means fair 
or foul and they were going to try desperately  
as Ivan was down to only a fleet of six and in 
need of another boat.  
The problem being she was owned by a likely 
lad Mike-the-Moore who was part of the 
Caloundra boys over on Australia and north of 
the river. Should they take the risk?  
A plan was hatched to head off the island 
early.  Captain Kirk thought immediate action 
was the best way before the Log was out and 
she became common knowledge. (She was 
offered for sale in the June LOG). Ivan filled 
his boots with pieces of silver and off to sea 
they went, over the river to Glass House 
Country to barter with Mike-the-Moore. At 
the first Curlew’s call they were off like a 
bride’s nighty. Just after the sun was up they 
arrived at Beerwah. The plan was for Captain 
Kirk to distract him with his gums a flappin’ 
and a flashing for over a solid hour until Mike, 
even with his hearing aid turned down, was 
quite weary by now and gave in to the 
bombardment and lowered his flag.  
Ivan the boots saw his chance and laid his 
money down. The booty was theirs! Another 
boat for Macleay Island and one less for the 

Caloundra Boys. I’ve heard there are three 
happy lads on Macleay as the saying goes a 

“Win Win 
Win 
situation 
Ho Ho Ho”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
1. My name is Matthew Skett. With a 

traditionally trained Dutch Shipwright 
as a partner I have recently purchased 
the sailing vessel Torres Herald. We 
intend to restore her as traditionally 
as possible, ensuring at least another 
80 years for the vessel while not 
compromising her historical integrity 
and significance.   

Most of what I know is summarized below.  
The boat was commissioned in 1937 by the 
Anglican Church as a mission trading boat in 
the Torres Strait.  She was the flagship to the 
Bishop of Carpentaria, Steven Harris Davis 
(1883-1961). The vessel was built by Norman 
Wright at Bulimba. She was completed in 
1938 and launched in 1939 Anglican 
Archbishop Wand, of Brisbane. She was built 
as a auxiliary powered ketch 56’ LOA and 
14’3” Beam. She was in service for the church 
is the Torres Strait until 1973 when she was 
sold by the Church.  
I am hoping I could come to see someone to 
discuss my plans and how best to obtain 
information. Assistance with any relevant 
contacts who may be interested in such a 
project would also be gratefully received. 
Matt Skett  0405 186 485 
 

2. From Jon Elcock 
Can anyone help me to identify this boat? 
 I have taken ownership of it, a project, needs 
a bit of TLC, rewiring and maybe a new 

WEBWATCH 
Go boating without getting wet! 

HELP/ INFO  WANTED 
The Raid from the Island 

Paul McShea 

Ivan-the-Boots gets a new boat 
– Joy, Oh Joy… Dance on, Ivan 

 

http://stancraftboats.com/collection
http://www.totalboatshow.com/wordpress/2015/06/12/stancraft-boats-passion-for-the-past/
http://www.totalboatshow.com/wordpress/2015/06/12/stancraft-boats-passion-for-the-past/
http://www.totalboatshow.com/wordpress/2015/06/12/stancraft-boats-passion-for-the-past/
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engine. I have searched Hartley and it's not a 
Hartley. It has, I believed spent most of its life 
around Cleveland, Victory point area 
Many thanks Jon     

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
ALL ABOUT MASTS… 
Peter Jensen gave us a talk on making a 
BIRDSMOUTH MAST. The main advantage 
with this construction method is a 60% 
reduction in weight compared with a solid 
mast of a similar size His informative 
presentation detailed this somewhat complex 
method.  
Peter says that all the information is available 
at the following websites: 
www.duckworksmagazine.com/04/s/articles/
birdsmouth 
www.duckworksmagazine.com/04/s/articles/
birdsmouth2/index.htm 

www.duckworksmagazine.com/06/s/howto/b
irdsmouth/index.htm 
In the second part Ian Primrose spoke about 
making a solid mast, laminated from 3 pieces. 
The advantages of using different woods are 
that it increases the strength and it gives you 
a centerline to work to. The steps of making 
the mast include: 

 Make the taper 

 Use the spar gauge (See May Log for 
details) to mark cuts 

 Plane 8 (or 16, if you prefer) sides and 
then round roughly with spokeshave or 
plane. 

He then uses a wobble- wheel sanding device 
developed by Bill Rowland and details for 
making one follow: 
Materials: 1 x Trailer boat wobble wheel from 
marine store; ½ inch bolt 180mm or longer; 2 
x 50mm square washers (used for cyclone tie-
downs) 2 x ½ inch nuts; ½” tube or wood with 
hole for a handle. 

 Cut off the head of the bolt and assemble 
in the following order: 

Nut; washer; wobble wheel; washer; nut. The 
“handle” goes over the shaft of bolt and the 
treaded end goes in your drill (has to be ½”). 
How to use: Obtain a large sanding belt (80 or 
120 grit) and turn it inside out; place the belt 
over the spar and put the wobble wheel inside 
the belt so that the wheel drives the belt. By 
varying the angle of the drill, you can drive the 
belt forward or backward. WEAR GLOVES as 
the belt can cut your hands. It makes a lot of 
dust and removes a lot of material. Work all 
faces of the spar. Do not leave it rotating in 
one place – keep it moving. It takes a bit of 
skill, so practice on a bit of round scrap first.  
Finishing the spar: Cut a 150mm piece of 
50mm PVC pipe lengthwise and fold 
sandpaper inside the concave side and work 
along the spar. The sandpaper should be 
wider than the PVC so you can grip it. 
 
Photo over page – Drill, sandpaper and 
wobble wheel sander and in use. 

PLANKING LEVER CLAMP 
From Small Boats Monthly 

 

 

WHAT HAPPENNED AT THE 
LAST MEETING 

http://www.duckworksmagazine.com/04/s/articles/birdsmouth
http://www.duckworksmagazine.com/04/s/articles/birdsmouth
http://www.duckworksmagazine.com/04/s/articles/birdsmouth2/index.htm
http://www.duckworksmagazine.com/04/s/articles/birdsmouth2/index.htm
http://www.duckworksmagazine.com/06/s/howto/birdsmouth/index.htm
http://www.duckworksmagazine.com/06/s/howto/birdsmouth/index.htm
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BILL ROWLAND sold a boat! His ‘boat feet’ 
total has been reduced by 36 feet (it was a 
Seabird- gone). Does that mean he can buy 
another?? 
BOATIES MARKET is on at the Victoria Point 
State School on 26th July. You need to get 
there early (e.g 6 am) for the bargains. 
WANTED Are you working on a project and 
are willing to have members visit to see it?  
The Committee is looking for projects for 
members to visit and share your experiences. 
 
 
 
From Bryce and Martha Somertville 
Edited by John Tennock 

Since 2008 NZ friends of mine have been 
circumnavigating the world in their 70ft (steel) 
yacht “Silver Fern” from Auckland via Brisbane, 
South-East Asia, Indian Ocean, Red Sea, Suez 
Canal Mediterranean Sea, Atlantic Ocean and 
Caribbean. They have maintained a fascinating 
email travelogue detailing their adventures along 
with wonderful picture from many exotic 
locations. They have recently transited the 
Panama Canal on their homeward leg and, I have 
their permission to share an edited version of this 
chapter with WBAQ members. 
John Tennock 
 
Well the big day finally arrived: on the 30th of April 
we were scheduled to transit the Panama Canal.  
To prepare for this, we had to move Silver Fern to 
a designated anchorage called The Flats, closer to 
the canal entrance, where the Pilot will arrive to 
guide us through the canal.  Preparation is 
complicated and expensive requiring many trips 
ashore by water taxi, ATM visits for cash and lots 
of red tape. 
For example, to receive a "zarpe"  (authority to 
leave the country), you wait in line to pay $4.20 to 
get a piece of paper that gives you permission to 
request a zarpe.  Then you go to another office 
and pay $4.50 to actually get the zarpe.  At each 
office you must leave photocopies of your 
passport, boat papers, etc.  In our few short weeks 
in Panama, we filled out more paperwork than we 
can remember anywhere. 
To transit the Canal the boat must first be 
measured by an Admeasurer who comes with a 
measuring tape and leaves with about 5 forms 
filled out. Finally we got a time and date, but it had 
to be confirmed every day, and we had to get the 
zarpe within the last 48 hours.  
Anyway, when the moment finally came it was 
exciting.  The Pilot arrived in his black boat at 6:20 
p.m., and we got under way immediately (no 
briefing or anything).  The girls had spent the 
afternoon preparing food, as we had been 
informed that the Pilot would require a hot dinner 
and bottled drinking water.   
We also had Rick, a taxi driver and professional 
line handler on board, so it was dinner for six.  We 
had hired Rick on the recommendation of other 
cruisers and he was well worth the money.  He has 
done the trip back and forth through the canal 
maybe fifty times, and so knew what to expect and 
what to do.  He also provided 10 tires to serve as 
extra fenders and brought the required four heavy 
lines, each 125 feet long.   We did the transit 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST MEETING 

Bring & Buy- Trash & 

Treasure 

Bring unused boating items to the 
August meeting to sell or give-

away. Items should be priced and 
marked with seller’s name. 
Recycle unwanted items! 

NEWS! 

THROUGH PANAMA CANAL 
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rafted up with two other yachts, with the group of 
three standing free from both walls in the middle 
of the lock. The other two boats were a very large 
catamaran which took the centre spot, and a small 
mono-hull which took the port side.  Silver Fern 
was on the starboard side of this raft-up.   
We tied up together with the other yachts before 
we entered the first lock, so the first exercise was 
to tie securely to the catamaran with good spring 
lines to take the load.  The turbulence in the canal 
can be severe, and the boats must not come loose 
during the process!  The catamaran used its 300 hp 
of motor power to drive all three of us in, while 
Silver Fern stayed in neutral.   Rick the line handler 
covered the bow lines. While the Pilot advised, our 
crew covered the starboard stern line, manned the 
helm, provided drinks and dinner, and took 
photos. 
Upon the signal from the Pilot the three boats 
powered together as one unit into the first of the 
Gatun locks.  We were positioned behind a large 
cargo ship.  By now it was very dark, but once we 
got into the locks proper the lighting there was 
bright enough.  We went through one set of locks 
(3 locks, going up) that night, and the process was 
fascinating: old-fashioned but practical.  
Because we were going to be rising up as the lock 
filled, we started off very low in the lock.  A line 
man on shore first threw down a heavy "monkey 
fist" tied to a thin line.  This line was tied to our 
heavy line at the stern of the boat.  The process 
was repeated at the bow of the boat.  The thin 
lines were then used to pull our heavy lines to 
cleats on the top of the lock.  Once the lines were 
secured, the lock gates were closed, and the water 
began to swirl into the lock at an amazing rate.  
 
The job for our line handlers was then to take up 
the slack that developed as we rose.  The job for 
the catamaran was to try to keep us in the middle, 
by using his bow thruster, and the line handlers on 
the port and starboard yachts had to judge how 
much to pull in, so that we remained centred in 
the lock.  When we arrived at the top, which took 
only about 10 minutes, the men on the lock 
released our line from the cleat and we pulled it 
back into the boat.  Now we were attached to the 
shore only by the thin monkey-fist line, which the 
man on shore held in his hand.   
At this point the cargo ship in front of us started to 
move out of the lock, providing even more 
turbulence than we had before.  Both Silver Fern 
and the catamaran were making use of the bow 
thrusters!   

Under propulsion from the catamaran, our little 
group of three motored together forward into the 
next lock.  As we went forward, the men on the 
shore walked with us at the same rate, carrying 
the thin line.  For the most part they matched our 
pace pretty well, but we had one very anxious 
moment when the little line caught on a crack in 
the wall, and the man didn't notice it!  We were 
calling and whistling to him, but the line was stuck, 
and Silver Fern and the other two boats were 
being dragged back toward the wall!  In the nick of 
time he ran back and freed it, and the catamaran 
driver was pretty good about using power and bow 
thruster to keep us from slamming into the wall.  
Still, it was a bad few moments for all!  
This process was repeated for the next two locks.  
We were "walked" into the lock, we tied up, we 
took up the slack as the water rose, and then we 
were "walked" into the next one. 
To give you an idea of the volume of water needed 
for the operation, the three Gatun locks raise 
boats about 26 m (84 feet) in three steps; so that's 
about 8-9 m or 27 feet per lock.  The locks are 
about 1,000 feet in length.   We haven't got a total 
for the amount of water that therefore runs into 
(or out of the lock) but it's huge, and it happens in 
10 minutes.  No wonder there is turbulence!  We 
have been told that 101 cubic meters (or 26.7 
million gallons) of water are required to for a boat 
that displaces 7 cubic meters of water.   
At the end of the third lock we entered the Gatun 
Lake area.  This area was flooded during the 
construction of the Canal to provide the water for 
the lock operation.  As we discovered in the 
morning, it is now a peaceful nature reserve, but 
of course hundred-year old trees and even roads 
lie below somewhere in the watery gloom. 
That night, however, we could see nothing!  As we 
exited the locks, we disassociated from the other 
two yachts and headed for the anchorage area.  
One boat anchored; but we were strongly 
dissuaded from this action, as Rick the line handler 
had had several bad experiences with yachts losing 
their anchors by tangling with underwater trees.  
So we tied to a provided mooring ball, said 
goodbye to our Pilot who was picked up by a 
tender, and went to sleep! 
In the morning, we were awakened by the deep 
growling of monkeys on shore.  The noise was 
loud, kind of eerie, and very atmospheric!  Then 
we picked up our second Pilot and motored for 
several hours through the Gatun Lake area. 
Cont’d Page 12 
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2015 CALENDAR OF MESSABOUTS & EVENTS 
One day, weekend and week-long Messabouts and big events in 2015 

NOTE:  Due to the wide range of boat sizes and types, and relative seaworthiness, it always remains the Skipper’s 
decision whether to participate or not. Aim to launch & depart from ramps by 0900 hrs unless otherwise advised.  All 
week long events have a “Plan B” to be Wivenhoe Dam or Atkinson’s Dam. For last minute information contact the 
nominated organiser (listed below) or  a Messabout Committee member: Ron Prescott: 0432 181 174;   
Phil Brown: 3820 8082      

MONTH MESSABOUT EVENTS 
JULY  19th FLINDERS DAY – 

Coochiemudlo Island. Sail 
past and display Host Ian 
Primrose 

 27th -31st RUDY MAAS to 
NORTH CURRAGEE Host 
Darrell Spiers 

Boaties Market 26th Victoria Pt State 
School 

AUGUST  8th Manly to Green Is or St 
Helena Is. Host Kim Pollock   
Ph 07 3876 1176 
 

 21st, 22nd, 23 CALOUNDRA 
MESSABOUT Host Ron 
Prescott 
 

 15th at 10 am MESSABOUT 
PLANNING MEETING at 
Museum All Welcome 

1st -9th  AUG  -4 Island Festival -  on Russell, 

Macleay, Karragarra & Lamb. The replica 15th 
century caravel ship “Notorious” visits; sailing 
events; James Blundell concert; Sculpture & photo 
comp; markets, pirates, music and lots more.  See 
http://www.thebayislandsgetaway.com/#!special-
event-2/c1aey for more detail. 
 

 

SEPTEMBER  14th – 18th Inclusive 
YAMBA / CLARENCE RIVER   
Host Darrell Spiers 

 

19th Point Talburpin Sailing fun day 

OCTOBER   

NOVEMBER   

DECEMBER   

 
Photos from Panama Canal Story (Pages 8 & 12) 

  

http://www.thebayislandsgetaway.com/#!special-event-2/c1aey
http://www.thebayislandsgetaway.com/#!special-event-2/c1aey


 

 

JULY 2015 

 

P a g e  | 11 

 

 
 
 

 

 COMING EVENT DETAILS 
                      Mark your calendar now  
 

FLINDERS DAY  SUNDAY 19th  JULY  Coochiemudlo Island. 
Launch at Victoria Point 9 am and have a morning sail. Congregate off Norfolk Beach at 
about 11am for the landing of Flinders. Boats on display and a picnic lunch on Coochie. 
Also market day Host Ian Primrose 3263 3381  DRESS & TALK LIKE A PIRATE 

SOUTH COAST BROADWATER CAMP 27-31st July 
North Currigee Campground is on South Stradbroke Island around an inlet that is ideal for 
mooring small boats and offers 20 small campsites that can accommodate 2 tents each. 
The cost is approx $25 /night per site / 2 people Plus $6 per night extra person. The 
Broadwater offers ideal sailing conditions mid-week and has plenty of destinations for a 
leisurely cruising such as Coomera River, Wavebreak Island Bum’s Bay, and Buds Beach.  
Host Darrell Spiers Ph 3298 5394   Ring Jim Jones 0408 443 291 between 5-6pm to find 
daily location 

8th August – Manly to Green Is or St Helena (weather dependant) 
Depart public ramp at Manly Boat Harbour at 9 am and set off to Green Island or St 
Helena or both , depending on the weather. Host Kim Pollock   07 3876 1176    

MESSABOUT PLANNING MEETING – Saturday 15th August 10 am at the Maritime 
Museum . This meeting is to organize the events for the next 6 months. Bring your own 
smoko. All Welcome! 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Members - advertise for free here for 3 months! Boats, tools,  
accessories etc 

WBA Qld accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of the information provided by the vendor, nor can it act 
as an agent in relation to any item listed. It remains the responsibility of the vendor and the buyer to verify 

the accuracy of information posted and to agree on the details of sale 
For Sale – partly completed Ian Smith designed Whiting Skiff, 11’6” 
overall long, glued lapstrake dinghy.  The boat is about 80% complete.  
Centreboard case and gunwales have been fitted, some undercoating 
done.  Not included (yet to be made) are the centreboard, rudder and 
mast.  Contact Geoff Taylor, phone 07 3345 7506 for more information 
and to arrange an inspection.  No photograph available but see adjacent 
for a general idea of the boat.  Located Sunnybank Hills.  Asking $1,000. 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Classified advertisements 
Also visit Boats for Sale @ WBAQ Website 
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Boatcraft Pacific 
(Advertisement) 

The best source for all your boat building materials. 
• Bote-Cote marine coating resins. 2:1 Amine blush free optimised for Australian conditions  
• Epox-E-Glue A pre gelled 1:1 epoxy glue.  
• Purbond Single pack waterproof adhesive ideal for strip planking and joinery.  
• Aquacote Water based high build epoxy primer and water based 2 pack polyurethane top coat.  Very 
high performance two pack paints without the fumes and health worries.  
• Cop-R-Bote antifouling. copper metal permanent antifoul that really works.  
• Fibreglass Woven and knitted reinforcements, the widest range of weights and constructions. 
• Timber and Plywood. Marine plywood and long length clear hoop pine, WRC and Kiri. 
•  Silicone Bronze and Copper fastenings. The largest range in Australia.  
• Davey traditional bronze ship and boat fittings.  Plans. We can supply a wide range of boat plans. Come 
and browse our catalogues. Save money with our material packages. 
46 Chetwynd St Loganholm, Qld 4129 Ph 3806 1944 Fax 3209 7711 
Be sure to tell us you are a WBAQ Member to receive a 7.5% discount from Trade price 

BoatCraft Pacific (Sunshine Coast) 
(Advertisement) 

Sunshine Coast boatbuilders ! 
BoatCraft products now available ex stock from our Noosaville location 

Bote-Cote Epoxy – Epoxy Glue - Purbond – Aquacote – Fibreglass – Timber – Marine plywood 
Shed 3, 7 Bartlett St, Noosaville 4566 

Tel 0405 385 194   (call to check opening times) 
 
From Page 9 
The lake is fresh water, created by damming the Chagres River.  It covers 423 sq. km, and the transiting boats 
travel 38 miles across it. This interlude was a pleasant time, taking us about 3 hours of motoring.  Our second 
Pilot was very personable, answering questions and chatting a bit.  We saw lots of birds and two crocodiles, 
one of which seemed very large!  Then it was time to go through the locks to descend back to sea level, this 
time on the Pacific side. 
The process going down was roughly the same but the line had to be let out as we descended, rather than 
taken in, so the descent was easier.  It was nice to be able to see where we were going, and to look at some of 
the purpose-built equipment that the canal operation requires.  Especially interesting were the little one-car 
trains which use a cog system to get up and down the hills of the locks, and support cable windlasses that keep 
the wide cargo ships in the very middle of the canal.  These ships take up most of the width of the canal, so 
there is not much room for error!   
By 12:30, it was all over: the Pilot had been picked up, we had detached from our catamaran partner, and Rick 
had caught a water taxi taking all the tires and ropes with him.  We had passed the terribly difficult to build 
Gaillard Cut; gone under the iconic Bridge of the Americas, and entered the Pacific Ocean.  Wow!   
We were being threatened by a dark rain cloud, so we hustled over to a nearby anchorage, dropped the 
"hook", and drank a bottle of champagne.  This was a really big milestone!!  

Historical note 
As many people know, there was a very financially successful railroad across the isthmus of what would 
become Panama.  This gave the French Suez Canal builder Ferdinand de Lessops the idea to develop a canal.  
After many years of difficult construction involving both public and private funding, thousands and thousands 
of deaths, and financial scandal disaster and disgrace, the project was finally abandoned in the late 1800s.  The 
Americans took over the project when Panama declared itself a country, and finally completed the canal in 
1914 (again with a large loss of lives, but lessened by the hard work of the medical team who understood and 
controlled malaria and yellow fever).  The Canal has worked more or less flawlessly since then, and since 2000 
has been under the ownership and supervision of Panama.   

 


